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. Summary

Vice-premier Wan Li inspects construction site of National
_ Library of Beijing '

On Nov. 6, 1986 Vice-premier Wan Li inspects the construction site of the new building
for National Library of Beijing. On the site seething with excitement the vice-premier gave
in rapid succession five musts: the new building must be opened to public on National Day
1987, the construction work must finish on the Ist of July, necessary costs must be paid’ in
full, supply of construction materials must be guaranteed, and the quality of construction
must be of first-rate in world, \_A'hilé the management must strive to reach a modernized
level, to facilitate the usage by readers. This new building is a major cultural construction
of the country, and it signifies that China is a civilized country. ‘

At the informal discussion at the site, the vice-premier, inspite of his seventy years of
age, said in excitement: Premier Zhou Enlai entrusted to me this project, and it has beln
delayed for twenty years now. It would not be justifiable if the project is not to be realized,
and if it is realized, I'll have nc grumble at the end of my days. His words brought his
listeners back to twenty years ago when Premier Zhou in his sick bed made the decision to
construct a new building for the National Library of Beijing, ‘and to seek a proper site once
for good at Beijing’s suburban area, while the old building was to remain as it was. And
the National Library of Beijing was asked to seek advice from Comrade Wan Li on the
~ matter of site seeking and the height of the building. In his will, Premier Zhou entrusted to
Comrade Wan Li the construction of the new building for National Library of Beijing.
Then in May 1980, when the secretariat of the Central Committee of Chinese Communist
Parts'r was discussing the “Outline Report of Work of National Library of Beijing”;deéision
was made that: About the new building for the National Library of Beijing, the project
approved by the late Premier Zhou is to be enlisted in the national major projects, and
Comrade Wan Li is to take up this matter. Further in April 1985 when Comrade Wan Li
was appraising the budget of the new building, he specified that “China should have a
world first-rate library.” ]

Occupying 7.42 hectares, it is.now a building complex having 4 prominent trend of its
time while still keeping its nationa_lfeatures. The new building adopts profusely new
appliances, new materials and aew building technology, as such are needed by a project
of such scale and such variety of technical requirements. It is also equipped with an
advanced computer system, as well as fire prevention and anti-seismic structures. (P. 7)

Fiftv years in the ocean of books
-On directer Gu Tinglong of Shanghai Library
Mr. Gu Tinglong, besides being the director of Shanghai Library, holds other



prestigious posts such as vice-president of Council of China Society of Library Science,
member of Shanghai Committee of Calligraphy and Seal-engraving, etc. Being fond of
learning even as a youth, he learned broadly and tried to memorize things, he is known
to be always generous in giving a helping hand to anyone seeking knowledge and advice
from him. Though a well-informed expert in bibliology, in bibliography and a calligrapher,
he never seeks after wealth or fame, nor vanity. He devotes himself to learning and to
library work and he becomes an exemplary person and respected teacher in the learned
circle and in the library circle.

The author, the head of Old Books Department in Shanghai Library, based her
account first-hand on her thirty years’ work or learning together with Mr. Gu. The author
thus has done well a meaningful job for readers of this Bulletin. (p.88)

Press Release MERGER OF IFLA’S UBC AND IM PROGRAMMES

From 1987, IFLA’s core programmes for Universal Bibliographic Control and
International MARC will be mergedto form theUniversal Bibliographic Control and
International MARC Programme (UBCIMP). The Director will be Mr Peter Lewis,
Director General of the British Library Bibliographic Services, and the Programme, which
will be based in London, will draw upon the expertise of British Library staff, with Ms
Julia Pratt continuing to act as Publications Officer. Advice will be provided by a new
Advisory Committee which will be composed of representatives from appropriate professional
groups within IFLA and from the Conference of Directors of National Libraries.
Letter to this Bulletin attached below.

Chief Editor,
MERGER OF IFLA’S UBC AND IM PROGRAMMES

We enclose a PRESS RELEASE drafted by Mr Ross Bourne, Acting UBC Programme
Officer, announcing the important merger of two of the core programmes of the Interna-
tional Federation of Library Associations and Institutions. From 1 January 1987 the two
IFLA core programmes on Universal Bibliographic Control and International MARC will
become the Universal Bibliographic Control and International MARC Programme (UBCIMP).
The programme will be housed at the British Library, London.

Please could you consider incorporating this PRESS RELEASE in the next issue of
Bulletin of the China Society of Library Science. We would be grateful if you could notify us if
this PRESS RELEASE is used.

Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

Julia Pratt

UBC Publications Officer

Chinese text on backcover.



