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P | , . Summary . ,
- 'Summary Minutes of the Forum “Report on Improving
and Enhancing Library Service” '

Following the.Notice “improve and Enhance Library Service” issued jointly by
the Department of Propaganda of the Party Central Committee, the Ministry of
Culture, National Commission of Education and Academis Sinica, a Forum was
held last year by heads of cultural bureaus over the country to discuss how to
carry out the Notice, The decision reached at this Forum has heen agreed upon
by related institutions of a higher level,

The Notice itself called attention to the fact that during the 7th five-year
plan period, our country has placed in strategic priorty the progress of science
and technology and has stressed the exploitation of intellectual resources,while the

construction of socialist spiritual civilization is being strengthened, . (Page 7)

The Late Premier Zhou Enlai Attached
Much Importance to Preventing
the Country’s Rare Old Books From Getting Abroad

Tne late Premier Zhou had always attached much importanece to protecting the
nation’s cultural heritage, inspite of his heavily packed daily tasks, In 1955 and
later in 1965, wupon learning that a number of Song Dynasty (960-—1279) and
Yuan Dynasty (1279—1368) books would be sold by certain collector in Hong Kong,
he gaveorder to retaled institution to have the whole collection béught up., When
the collection was bought to Beijing he personally examined the books one by

one, and ordered it to be kept by the National Library of China,

14
Among the works bought are such precious books as “Meng xi Bitan”, “Xun
Zi",

ence, Its author Shen Guo (1031—1095), a famed scientist of the Northern Song

etc, The former is no doubt an important work of China’s history of seci-

Dynasty, gave profuse passages in making concluding comments on the brilliant
achievements of natural science in the old times, specially in the Northern Song
Dynasty, Being a book dealt widely with mathematics, astronomy, geography,
medicine, etc,, it had been highly valued by scholars in China and abroad,
(Page 84)

A Public Notice Proposing the Resumption
of Activities of Cultural Institutions in Shanghai, 1932

January 11, 1988 is the 120th birth anniversary of Cai Yuanpei(1868—1940) ,

the eminent educationist and democratic revolutionist of contemporary China, He
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