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ABSTRACT L ibrary benefit is a role resulting from social functions of library services and values
by w hich libraries can exist L ibrary benefit has the characteristicsof intangibility, indirectness, in-
perceptibility, radiability, waviness and vagueness From different points of view, benefits can be
divided into social and econom ic benefits, macroscopic and microscopic benefits, front and mirror
benefits, real and virtual benefits, etc To realize benefits of library services, we should adapt li-
brary collections to social needs, provide documents for asmany readers as possible, realize value
greater than input The evaluation of libraries isone of the mportant methods in realizing benefits

KEY WORDS Benefitsof library services Characteristicsof benefits Composition of benefits E-
valuation of libraries
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