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ABSTRACT Reading associations originated in the 1980s when China began its economic
reform. In this article, the authors analyze the characteristics, operation patterns and
lifespan of reading associations in China. They think that in the present new historical era,
reading associations can still play important roles. They recommend properly dealing with
the relationship between reading associations and private libraries, paying attention to the

market division and promoting the development of nonprofit reading associations. 31 refs.
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