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ABSTRACT In the USA, the sizes of public libraries depend on the numbers of patrons, the library collections, and the

desired amounts of reading tables, chairs, and open spaces that are vital to any library spaces. Patrons are those who are
served by the public libraries both directly and indirectly and the calculation methods vary by states. The areas necessary
to hold the library collections are determined by collection targets, physical shapes of the collection pieces, types of
required shelving and storage spaces and the types of collections. Libraries in the USA use three methods to calculate the
amounts of chairs, tables, and free spaces: by the amounts of chairs per 1000 population, by the usage rates of the chairs

by patrons, and by the overall targets of the library collections. The space allocated for one chair is defined clearly by the

American Library Association as 20 —30% of non-assignable within any given library. 9 tabs. 11 refs.

Construction standards.

KEY WORDS Public library.
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