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ABSTRACT The author thinks that researches in library science can be divided into the two paradigms of the theory of
essence and the theory of values. The objective of the theory of essence is to answer the question “What is the essence of
library” , with the focus on the objects of library science, while the objective of the theory of values is to answer the question

“How library should be”, with the focus on the realization of human subjective values. However, neither can answer the

question “How to coordinate the relationship between human beings and information”.

The author proposes to establish

suitable research paradigms and clarify “how to do research work” and “what should be the research objects”. 9 refs.
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