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ABSTRACT Information Life Cycle is known as the theoretical cornerstone of information resource management. In the

20 years’ of research in this field, two typical research paradigms are formed, which are the Horton Paradigm and the EMC
Paradigm. In this article, the research paradigm of information life cycle is summarized and reflected; problems existing in
previous research are pointed out, especially the defectiveness of theoretical research, which includes the defectiveness of
explanation system, the defectiveness of the concept system and the cornerstone category, the defectiveness of core theory

and theoretical framework, and the defectiveness of methodology. The future study should focus on integrated ideas and the

establishment of a “complex paradigm” for information life cycle. 1 fig. 44 refs.
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