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ABSTRACT We conducted an empirical study of the research output and h-index features of 31 provincial public
libraries in China during 1996 —2000. The result shows that the Shanghai Library and the Sun Yat-sen Library of
Guangdong Province have outstanding research paper output capacity and academic impacts, and the Henan Provincial
Public Library has made an obvious progress. On the whole, the h-index of provincial public libraries presents a normal
distribution, with considerable difference between the east and west regions, but a smaller gap between the east and
middle regions. In different stages, the general pattern of paper output and research capacity is maintained. Compared
with academic libraries, the h-index of provincial public libraries has lower mean value but higher peak value, with
various libraries presenting a large variety of research models. The h-index measure for research output of libraries is a
representative and comprehensive method, which may encourage librarians to engage in creative researches. 5 figs. 2 tabs.
20 refs.
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