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ABSTRACT Based on the data of 6, 015 journals collected in the Journal Citation Reports (JCR), the author investigates
the characteristics of 5-Year Impact Factor (IF5) with the method of statistical study. Results show that as a representative
average indicator in journal evaluation, IFy can reflect the high peak of citation of most journals; in addition, the distribution
of IFs follows Bradfords Law. A rank correlation between IFs and IF is found, but there are also significant differences.
Their evaluation results are consistent relatively in top-and bottom-level journals, but there are differences in moderate-level

journals. At last, the author presents two new indicators IFa and IFb. The former can measure the differences between IFj

and IF and the latter can integrate their evaluation information. 2 figs. 7 tabs. 12 refs.
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