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ABSTRACT Based on documentary investigation, case study and analysis of relative policy, this paper deals with the
legitimacy of social libraries and voluntary support for public libraries in China. According to the nature of activities,
social power’s participating in current Chinese librarianship can be divided into three categories: voluntary support for
public libraries; social libraries developed with donated resources for public benefit; commercial circulating libraries and
subscription libraries operated under profit or non-profit driven purpose. There are few general rules in Chinese library laws
which do not differentiate above-mentioned actions. From the perspective of foreign library laws, private public libraries
are commonly not taken into consideration. Therefore, this study attempts to give some suggestions on general principles
for forthcoming library legislation in China. 1 tab. 12 refs.
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