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ABSTRACT The result of survey carried out amongst public and professionals shows that their opinions differ about the
reader’s rights and obligations. Undoubtedly, there are some problems existing in public libraries in China, for example,
reader’s right to equally access to public library have not been widely granted, reader’s right to know can not be
guaranteed, reader’s right to use freely is under fulfillment, reader’s right to enjoy library’s basic service free of charge
need to be implemented entirely, and reader’s right of privacy and security has potential hazard. Taking the relevant rules
of overseas libraries as reference, this paper suggests institutional and legal supporting to protect readers rights, such as the
right to get information equally, the right to use free of charge, the right to know, the right to participate, the right to

choose freely and the right of privacy, in addition to the right of special readers to enjoy special service. 2 tabs. 8 refs.
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