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ABSTRACT Many private nonprofit libraries have been emerging in recent years. These libraries are mainly distributed
in rural areas and sponsored by senior literate farmers or retirees. The libraries are always practical, flexible and contain
abundant information resources. As knowledge exchanging platforms these libraries provide the public an interactive social
space. They not only promote the development of nongovernmental public cultural undertakings, but also contribute to the
rural public spirit and growth of countryside nonprofit spirit and civil society thus flourish the mutually cooperative culture.

From the perspective of community libraries’ popularity and development, the practice of private libraries also provides a

viable and energetic endogenous “bottom-up” model. 2 figs. 5 tabs. 16 refs.
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