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ABSTRACT With the analysis of 36,998 citations and references in 3, 116 articles published in four top library science
journals in both China and USA, we found that library science widely borrows knowledge from other disciplines in both US
and China. In borrowing literatures from other disciplines, library science of the United States focuses on life system
domain, but China library science concentrates on non-life system domain. From the perspective of citation currency,
China library science tends to borrow the newly published literature from journals, and the United States puts more
emphasis on monographs and the cumulative knowledge. We draw the conclusion that China library science knowledge has
characteristics of applied discipline, and the library science knowledge in the USA has characteristics of life system
discipline. Library science researchers in China should pay more attention to the knowledge accumulation, and the
knowledge of lifes elements. The paper puts forward the proposals to improve the library science’s ecology in China, and
promote research on basic theory and so on. 1 fig. 6 tabs. 14 refs.
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