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ABSTRACT  That public libraries open to public free of charge is not only an inexorable trend, but also the embodi-

ment of the spirit of public libraries. This article summarizes theoretical studies on free public library service and looks

back over a century — long free service history of the public libraries in China. Finally the authors put forward five initia-

tives for public libraries in China to meet the new situations of opening to the public free of charge, those are, establishing

outlay assurance system, advancing service quality, carrying out scientific management, mobilizing all kinds of resources

reasonably and enhancing publicity work. 28 refs.
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