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ABSTRACT Ainsworth R. Spofford is the most important promoter to the development of American Library of Congress
in its early days. His thought of library science lies in four aspects. Firstly, a national library must clearly be universal in its
comprehensiveness in order to meet the demands of the public. Secondly, book selection plays an important role in the
development of individual morality, characteristics and intelligence. Thirdly, a perpetual copyright will largely increase the
cost of books and damage the public good, and prolong without limit the benefit of a special privileged class of book
manufacturers or publishers who act as intermediaries between the author and the public. And fourthly, a library is not a

place for uneducated people, librarians should possess a wide range of knowledge about books and spend much time in

special researches. 24 refs.
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