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Study on Integrated Information Behavior Research Framework

Wang Zhijin & Han Zhengbiao

ABSTRACT  With the development of Web2.0 and with the advent of all kinds of information technologies, human
information behaviors have become more complex than before. The study of information behaviors from the integrated
perspectives has aroused increasing interests. Integrated information behavior research framework includes four parts,
that is, time and space environment, multidisciplinary, research method and sub-behaviors. This framework studies the
micro-level information behaviors from the perspective of macro-level. We found that on time and space environment
level, we should analyze information behaviors under the process of human evolution and in the context of several envi-
ronments and situations; on the disciplinary level, we should make comprehensive analysis in the macro background of
sociology and anthropology; on the research method level, we should integrate qualitative and quantitative methods; on
its content level, information seeking/search/retrieval, information organizing and information use should develop in a
circular way with the propel of information sharing. More in-depth information behavior research should follow the prin-
ciples of integration and diversification. 3 figs. 41 refs.

KEY WORDS Information behavior. Integration. Time and space environment. Information seeking. Infor-

mation organizing. Information use.
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