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Respecting Confucian Classics and Attaching Importance to Educa-
tion to Become the Dominant Tool ; Ideological Purpose of Chinese
Ancient Literature Classification Activities

Jiang Yongfu

ABSTRACT  The value orientation of literature classification system in ancient China is characterized by functionalism
rather than cognitivism, respecting Confucian Classics and attaching great importance to education, and enabling Chinese
ancient literature to become an effective learning and research tool. The system put priority on the literature of Confucian
Classics with focusing on understanding Taoism, use a distinctly hierarchical structure to organize Confucian Classics, histo-
ry, philosophy and literature, classifying literature in accordance with significance rather than subjects, focusing on compre-
hensive but not necessarily completely correct understanding. This study is expected to further the exploring of ancient Chi-
nese philosophy in library science and make contribution to the development of library science in contemporary China. 2
tabs. 14 refs.
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