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Digital Divides Revisited; A Review on Definitions, Dimensions
and Independent Variables (1989-2012)

Yan Hui & Sun Lili

ABSTRACT This paper reviews the digital divide research literature since the term “digital divide” was first introduced
in 1989. Four generations of digital divide research are recognized. The first group of digital divide scholars describes the
ICT equipments’ divide between the “haves” and the “have-nots” as the exclusive divide; the second group brings the gaps
on literacy, training and usage level into the digital divide discourses; the third group discovers the chasm also existing in
information resources and knowledge; the latest revolutionary opinions analyze the digital divide realities by employing so-
cial stratification, social exclusion and social inequality and conclude that traditional research paradigms cannot be imposed
on the disadvantaged. 2 tabs. 86 refs.
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