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A Discussion of Patron Driven Acquisitions ( PDA)

Bian Lifang, Yuan Run & Wang Zhengxing

ABSTRACT The purpose of this article is to question the Chinese way of translating PDA into B2 H KM ( purcha-
ses based on readers’ decision) from the perspectives of concept decision and document selection methods during collection
development. We also analyze the functional essence of PDA in terms of its origin and development, running mode, and so
on. Based on the literature, PDA uses a “buy-after-use” strategy; in terms of library’s working flow, it uses a pre-circula-
tion strategy; in terms of relation between supply and demand, it indicates cooperation between supply and demand; in
terms of circulation and document services, it uses online instant access for digital documents. For paper-based documents,
it has a priority while being triggered. We suggest that PDA should be translated as “fit75 H 3R 4”. Through its current
operational situation, we discuss its feasibility in libraries in China. 15 refs.
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