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Case Study of the Information Seeking Ability of Undergraduate
Students, Curriculum Reform of Literature Retrieval

Zhou Jian

ABSTRACT Information seeking ability is the fundamental of information literacy. Based on the truth that undergraduate
students use only search engine to gain information, this paper uses 4 samples, measures the difference of information seeking a-
bility among them, and discusses the performance of Literature Retrieval. 1t proves that information seeking ability of undergradu-
ate students is poor. The information seeking ability doesn’t improve with the age. 50 percent students is lack of such capacity as
distinguishing the information source, selecting the searching keyword, judging the searching channel, devising the searching
tactics and evaluating the information. On the other hand, the curriculum of Literature Retrieval really works on the information
seeking ability. But we should admit such truth that undergraduate students prefer to use search engine. Such curriculum should
keep up with the feature of information demand of undergraduate students, and be programmed by stages. 7 tabs. 21 refs.

KEY WORDS Information seeking. ~ Ability measurement. Information literacy. ~ Curriculum reform.
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