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The Application of the Evaluation Method of American Public Librar-
ies in the Evaluation of Regional Public Libraries in China

Wu Zhengjing, Sun Qi & Lv Shaoni

ABSTRACT 1In this paper, we evaluate Chinese public libraries of all provinces according to Hennen’s American Public Li-
brary Ratings based on the data from China Library Yearbook in 2011. We focus on such input indexes as per capita expenditure,
the proportion of materials expenditure to general budget, books expenditure per capita and amount of books per capita, and such
output indexes as circulation costs, per capita visits, amount of books in circulation per capita and amount of books in circulation
per visit, and rank these indexes according to different categories of population. We then make an analysis of typical provinces
with higher ranking and lower ranking, and compare the data in China with those in the USA. The results show that there is an
obvious gap among all regional public libraries in China; the per capita expenditure of public libraries in China differ a lot from
that in the USA. Our suggestions are: it is necessary to guarantee the funding investment of governments at all levels to public
libraries; it is the third parties that should carry out the evaluation of public libraries on the basis of the disclosure of statistics.
5 tabs. 12 refs.
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