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Essentialism, Anti-essentialism and Library Science Research in Chi-
na; Reflection on Anti-essentialism Critics on Library Science in China

Liu Jun

ABSTRACT In theoretical research of library science in China as a whole, there has not been the “postmodern essentialism”
based on the principle of reason, but there has been to some extent the “centralizing essentialism” dominated by political ideolo-
gies and powers, which means that a particular point of view of library essence is taken as a central discourse or absolute truth
in particular periods. The critics of essentialism in the research on library science in China actually confused the historical “vari-
ability” of library science theory caused by the limit of the times and culture and the improper intervention of theoretical centrali-
zation or essentialization by the political ideology and power, and the reasons for this mistake include the following three aspects
the special relationship between academic research and politic ideology in China in modern times, and the mechanical usage of
the postmodern theory by library researchers as well as the internal consistency of essentialism to ideology. Finally, the author
puts forward that the post-modernism originating from the humanities and arts cannot serve as the orientation of library science
research despite its certain ideas are inspiring to library science research because it is not only imperfect but also unsuitable for
the need of library and library science of contemporary China. 74 refs.
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