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Peasants’ Information Access in Contemporary China; A Structural
Analysis and Its Limitations

Yu Liangzhi & Xie Haixian

ABSTRACT Based on previous research findings that rural residents are generally disadvantaged in information access and a-
gainst the limitation of existing theories in explaining this disadvantage, this paper aims to develop existing theories through a
historical and comparative analysis of Chinese peasants’ information access. Following the tradition of structural analysis, this
study takes existing historical studies, statistics and government policies as evidence and examines the relationship between
peasants’ information access and the structural factors identified by existing theories. It has revealed some patterns of variations
in peasants’ information access that cannot be explained by existing theories, and finds that in order to understand these varia-
tions, the structural theory of peasants’ information access needs to place the state and the power and market structures as de-
fined by the state, at its centre. This paper concludes by explicating this theory in light of O’Connar’s new theory of the state.
4 figs. 2 tabs. 56 refs.
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