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A Trend of Academic and Research Libraries: Towards Discovery Service

Lu Zhangping, Yuan Run & Wang Zhengxing

ABSTRACT This article reviews academic and research libraries’ theoretical discussions on knowledge service, introspects li-
braries” subject service practices, analyses the characteristics of library science, discusses the librarians’ intelligent characteris-
tics, and proposes that libraries should extend technology based resource discovery to full range discovery service rooted in serv-
ice theory and methods. After exploring the concepts and contents of discovery service, this paper points out that discovery serv-
ice has the characteristics of library science and fits librarians’ intelligent characteristics, thus provides subject and knowledge
services through services like resource discovery, knowledge discovery and patron discovery. Discovery service has become a
trend of academic and research libraries. 36 refs.
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