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Principles and Strategies of Public Information Pricing in Western

Countries

Xia Yikun

ABSTRACT Starting from the perspective of public information product attributes, which focuses on the fields of cost-
effectiveness, relationship between supply and demand, financing models, this paper analyzes basic pricing principles for
public information resource development to obey, such as public interest protection, cost-effectiveness, user group seg-
mentation, market competition and information equity. Then, based on western countries’ pricing policies in the course of
public information reuse, it points out the main pricing rules which have close relationship with multiple factors, such as
exploiting purpose, funding channels, administrative culture, infrastructure, competition levels in information market and
types of information product. 3 figs. 3 tabs. 25 refs.
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