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Self-attribution of Digital Poverty by Rural Residents and Its Impli-
cations; Field Studies in Anhui, Gansu and Tianjin

Yan Hui & Yan Ximin

ABSTRACT The paper conducted a grounded theory research on self-attribution analysis by rural residents on their dig-
ital poverty status from field studies in Dongzhi County of Anhui, Tianzhu of Gansu and Jinghai of Tianjin. Based on self-
attribution theory from motivation research, it reports main findings on categories of their feelings of reasons for digital pov-
erty, which include digital ability, digital efforts, digital context and social support. The lack of digital ability is composed
of the lack of digital physical ability, digital economic ability, digital psychological ability and digital literacy. The combi-
nation of the four abilities can describe the realities of the lack of digital ability. Digital efforts consist of time consumed on
digital information behavior and using experiences based on it. Digital context is divided into information infrastructure, so-
cial norms which refer to social customs and habits, ethics and epistemology in the digital world, and luck. Social support
means social resources including tangible support and emotional support to the digital poor from their social relations and
social institutions. Digital poverty model for rural residents in China is constructed and suggestions on digital poverty allevi-
ation are proposed. 1 fig. 5 tabs. 30 refs.
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