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Field Work: The Use of an Anthropological Method in Library
Science

Wang Zizhou

ABSTRACT Field work is a typical anthropological method and has its unique features compared with literature re-
search, questionnaire survey, scientific experiment, case study and other methods. The principles and techniques of field
work can be transplanted to library science research and are suitable for studying the edge zones of librarianship, illustra-
ting topics in many ways and demonstrating the rationality and implied meaning of the original object. The existing practices
of library science research also proves that the cross between anthropological methods and library science is effective. It is
conducive for library science to enrich its own methodology and improve its ability of interdisciplinary research with the

help of anthropological methods. 31 refs.
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Library science.

Interdisciplinary research.
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