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Hiromichi Matsumi’s Research on LIU Guojun in Northern China

and DU Dingyou in Southern China
FAN Fan

ABSTRACT

The paper is to study the achievement of the old generation of Chinese library scholars represented by Mr. LIU Guojun in
northern China and Mr. DU Dingyou in southern China ( abbreviated to Northern LIU & Southern DU) , discuss their influ-
ence in the international library world, and ascertain the communication history of library science between China and Japan
since the middle of the 1920s.

The author used to be a visiting associate professor at Keio University during September 1, 2013 to August 31, 2014, un-
der the terms of the Exchange Program Agreement between Peking University and Keio University for the 2013-2014 aca-
demic year. The author read a lot of Japanese literature of library science in the Keio University Library and found that
Mr. Hiromichi Matsumi’s research on Northern LIU & Southern DU is abundant. Hiromichi Matsumi translated two books
written by LIU Guojun, and one paper written by DU Dingyou into Japanese; he had many correspondences with LIU Guo-
jun and DU Dingyou, and wrote several papers on them. Besides this, some of his books and papers were introduced to Chi-
na, or were translated into Chinese from the 1980s to the 1990s, which are also included into the coverage.

By interpreting Hiromichi Matsumi’s books and papers, meanwhile referring to the related research both in China and Ja-
pan, the paper makes clear the course of the written communication between Hiromichi Matsumi’s and Northern LIU &
Southern DU, reflects the development of Hiromichi Matsumi’s translation and study.

Hiromichi Matsumi devoted himself to introduce, translate and study library science in China for more than forty years,
which made him famous in China. His most important achievement was the study on Northern LIU & Southern DU, which

made him the excellent oversea expert in this field. His study includes four aspects. Firstly, Hiromichi Matsumi read their
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books and papers and translated them into Japanese, including one paper, The Brief History of Book Classification, written
by DU Dingyou, and two books, Story of the Chinese book and The Brief History of Chinese Books, written by LIU
Guojun. Secondly, Hiromichi Matsumi wrote several papers to introduce their academic achievement and personality with
high evaluation and respect. By the end of 1993, he had wrote four papers titled LIU Guojun and two papers titled DU Din-
gyou, and there were several other papers mentioning one or both of them. Thirdly, Hiromichi Matsumi studied Northern LIU
& Southern DU in the view of the international librarianship and library science, so he was the first one who evaluated them
as famous library scholars in the world. Fourthly, during his study, Hiromichi Matsumi kept in touch with LIU Guojun and DU
Dingyou by mails, and they sent each other the books needed but hard to find in their own countries. Besides these, Hiromichi
Matsumi was so familiar with the literature of library science both in China and Japan that his books and papers gave us a
short cut to learn the communication history of library science between China and Japan since the middle of the 1920s.
The paper tries to find out the origin and the real meaning of the phrase “Northern LIU & Southern DU”, and defines the
specific meaning in the current context. It also collects and analyzes the academic contribution of Hiromichi Matsumi, and
provides reference for the research on Northern LIU & Southern DU, even for the study on the communication history of li-
brary science between China and Japan. 1 tab. 22 refs.
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