DOI; 10. 13530/j. cnki. jlis. 153005

R A BB AN EH R S
N

4

i OE B RS B IR R S W kB R E AL, WTEX QB G AT BRIV P A B
Mt R BA SRR RO E , LU A B A S A S i A A BT, A I SRR AR R R
T, B2 FH A F SCAL IR AL A Sa5htE S 4k 22V , B0 B30 5 7E e IR By T, SR 2 B 4 9% gt
PR L B A A 45 R R, UL B A R 45 BRI D T, LA B 52T Bh Rl B 2 IR 55, 3 & — 1k 738 B i
Do EGE S BRE R A WA, 4 RN, BB IRIEI AR B I B, B SRR A R AV T R A
T BGOSR SRR, [T B s B2 1R 4508 AR 45 Rk 1 8t 5 36 362 Ml A B3 Al 55 35010 3, 951 A
LAt U S Sz S, K1, 3% 67,

Kbl BB EAEEANE AR SRR RN SR

HANS G2s58.2

A Study on Construction and Accomplishment for the County Level
Central-Branch Library System in China

JIN Wugang

ABSTRACT

The central-branch library system is an important form of organization to propel a balanced development of
urban and rural library service. In order to promote the county level central-branch system in the public li-
brary throughout China, this paper studies the approaches, modes and correlated conditions on the con-
struction and accomplishment.

This paper incorporates several research methods, such as case study, comparative study, policy analysis
and field research to systematically summarize and analyze the construction and accomplishment of the
county level central-branch library system.

The study suggests that county level is the best suitable unit for the construction of central-branch library
system. 1) County level is a key point on the balanced development between urban and rural areas based on
administrative division hierarchy system. 2) County government has integrated powers independently based
on administration jurisdiction. 3) County level finance is the fundamental unit with independent operation
based on financial management system. 4) The county level central-branch library system has been proved

to be the most important and popular organizational form and service mode based on several years’ explora-
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tion and practice in Chancheng, Jiaxing and Suzhou, etc.

Library service is supplied as public goods to guarantee people’s fundamental reading rights. The function
implementation of library service is important whatever it is called “library”. The study suggests that the
county library has taken the roles as a central library, and some public or private facilities have taken the
roles as branch libraries. Ways of accomplishment are recommended on the central-branch library system:
1) In terms of facilities construction, public cultural facilities, other public facilities and private sector fa-
cilities should be comprehensively utilized and coordinated. 2) In terms of information resources support, it
is recommended to comprehensively utilize book-purchasing funds all of the county, to establish book-ex-
changing mechanism all over the county, to integrate all types of resources across boundaries. 3) In terms
of service supply, it is recommended to improve reading service quality through efficient programs and ac-
tivities, keeping harmonious development of urban and rural areas. 4) In terms of operation and manage-
ment, it is recommended to clearly define responsibility and divide functions between central and branch li-
braries for the fulfillment of each duty.

Many challenges, such as professional workers, reading resources, service standards, programs and activ-
ities, are still confronted in the procedure of construction and accomplishment of the county level central-
branch library system. It is also recommended to seek external support from the provincial libraries, the
municipal libraries and the county cultural centers.

Professional abilities and services are the key factors for the sustainable development of central-branch li-
brary system. It is also recommended to strengthen service ability for the county libraries, to perfect profes-
sional training system for all employees, and to encourage professional organizations’ participation in man-
agement.

Central-branch library system in China’s poverty-stricken areas should be given more emphases. On the
commands of “precise assistance”, which means keeping up supply with demand, it is recommended to in-
crease transfer payments from the central finance to support correspondent areas and specific projects.
Therefore, the ability of library service may experience an obvious improvement within a relatively short pe-
riod. 1 tab. 67 refs.
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