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to “ Sinicize . The Function

From the “ Universal Value’
Evolution of Modern Church University Libraries

WU Minxiang

ABSTRACT

Based on the theories of “modern history”, the researches on the church university library have gone beyond
the “revolutionary paradigm” to study the objective facts from the perspective of the Library Science ( collec-
tion, management, construction etc. ). However, the studies on the evolution of the library function have
not been involved. From a new perspective of cultural conflict of “Global Localization”, this article has re-
viewed the evolution of church university library function to reveal the cultural conflict and interaction of
modern western learning process from the angle of history development.

The Christian missionary movement had its feature in arousing global awareness from the very beginning.
The early church universities were in the atmosphere of “the missionary organ first, and then the
educational institution”. To have the Christian “universal value”, the church university libraries had played
the role of spreading western learnings. At the same time, facing the strong subsumption force and self-i-

dentity of Chinese culture, they had constantly been adjusted to the “Chinese” direction, to reflect the get-
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ting-rid-of “cultural functions” in the process of the conflict between Chinese and western culture. Having
experienced the role from “missionaries” to “educators” to “social entrepreneurs”, the library was an epito-
me of Chinese and western cultural exchange and collision.

At the end of the 19th Century to the early 20th Century, church university had teachers and students of
high proportion of believers, and had a strong religious atmosphere. At the time, church university libraries
were mainly managed by the westerners, paid attention to the collection of western books, and served for teach-
ers and students in the school. Its function was around the “Gospel”. It had played the role of “religion”.

However, in the face of “Gospel” impact, Chinese people showed strong identity with their own culture. In
the process of construction of the modern nation-state in China, church universities had to adjust strategies to
Chinese nationalist aspirations. Church university library target was moving towards the Chinese direction.
Due to the fact that the church university had actively published academic books and periodicals, collected
extensively rare books, the amount of storage was increasing rapidly. To the mid 30’s, Christian university
had 1/4 for all the national university library books. The rich collection of books laid a foundation for a better
service in academy and education. The library activities reflected the functions of the “educator” feature.

Influenced by the twentieth century 30’s Chinese ideology and social transformation, Church university
had actively taken part in the social construction of China, for example, the library function showed a “re-
gional concern”. In the service of rural construction and research field, Agricultural Library Research De-
partment of Jinling University Library had collected, collated, compilated, and published a large number of
agricultural and geographic books. The performance was particularly notable. In the public education,
Church university libraries cultivated actively library talents to serve in government agencies, academic
groups and schools in order to promote the education of the masses. In the special environment during the
Anti-Japanese War, Church university libraries, through the establishment of public library, itinerant li-
brary, and publishing books, had promoted the scientific and cultural knowledge and had participated in
the national liberation movement. Church university libraries, working in the social service, had displayed
their function based on local “social entrepreneurs” feature.

In the process of the conflict between Chinese and western culture, the evolution of the function of the
Church university library exhibited the change of Chinese’s Chinese and western cultural views and cultural
choice from passive to active process to avoid the fate of “acculturation”. The evolution also reflected the
change of western mode of culture transmission in the face of Chinese culture. 6 tabs. 35 refs.
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