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Thoughts on the Study of the Library History in China

HAN Yongjin

ABSTRACT
As one of the basic research fields, a thorough study of the library history can advance the innovation of the
library science theory, which accords with the developmental needs of the library science. The study can be
a significant reference for Chinese librarianship at present and in the future by exploring and revealing the
laws of the development of Chinese librarianship. The paper discusses the following four relevant issues of
the library history in China from the views of history, library science and the development of librarianship.
1) On the time span of The library history in China. On the one hand, it is better for compilers to make
full use of the existing achievements in the library history studies, and also to learn from the latest develop-
ment of the theoretical research of the library science; on the other hand, it should take advantage of the
general history to explore the overall outline and laws of librarianship in all ages. The development of the li-
brarianship since 1949 (the founding of the People’ s Republic of China), especially the latest development
since 1978 (the establishment of the reform and opening—up policy), should be incorporated into the gener-
al library history of China. The aim is to examine the gain and loss, and thus to draw on experience and

lessons.
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2) The history of the ancient books collection as an important component of the library history in China.
In view of essential attributes of the library, the ancient books collection and the modern library both pos-
sess such attributes, but of different presentation in different historical phases. In view of the evolution of
library functions, the ancient books collection and the modern library are the outcomes of library functions’
adaptation to the historical development and changes of social demands.

3) On how to periodize the library history in China. According to the characteristics of the development of
Chinese history and the library ( the ancient books collection) , the library history can be divided into three
phases: the ancient books collection ( pre=Qin period to the middle age of Qing Dynasty), the modern li-
brary (the end of Qing Dynasty to 1949), and the contemporary library (since 1949, the founding of the
People’ s Republic of China).

4) The study of the library history in China in the context of social and historical development. Studying
the library history of China, we should understand the rise and fall of the librarianship in the context of so-
cial politics, economy, technology, culture and education in different historical phases, and discuss the
impact that the librarianship had on social and historical changes. At the same time, as an important part of
the librarianship of the world, the librarianship of China is not only greatly influenced by that of other coun-

tries, but also retroacts to others with its unique spirits and techniques. 28 refs.
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Chinese library history. General history.  Ancient books collection. Historical periodization. Historical
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