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The Centennial Development of the Interaction Between the Library
Science Education and the Society in China

XIAO Ximing

ABSTRACT

Library Science Education( LSE) in China has undergone through almost one hundred years. This paper
discusses and explores the development of the LSE and its interaction with the society in mainly three
historical periods. This paper, on one hand, analyzes the influences of the social, economic, political,
educational, cultural, and scientific and technological environments on LSE’s system, scale, thought, mode,
and content from a theoretical perspective; on the other hand, this paper points out that the LSE promoted
and supported the development of the society through cultivating talents and disseminating knowledge. This
paper, therefore, suggests that owing to the profound influence of the New Culture Movement, as well as to
the active support from the society during the period of the Republic of China, the LSE had cultivated a
number of outstanding professionals and made a significant contribution to the development of librarianship.
However, the development of the LSE was severely constrained by the social environment of the Republic of
China, due to the lack of a good interaction with the society. From 1950 to 1977, the social environment in
China had been significantly improved and was considerably more conducive to the development of the LSE,
resulting in evident increases in both the quantity and the categories of talents in Library Science, when
compared with those in the Republic of China. Nevertheless, due to excessive interventions from the politics

and the negative effects of the Soviet LSE system, the Chinese LSE developed relatively slow. Therefore, it
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made limited contribution to the society, and the good interaction was not yet established. From 1978 till
now, there have been fundamental changes in the Chinese social environment where the LSE was grounded.
These changes not only brought rapid development both in the scale and the progressing speed of the LSE
but also promoted the construction and sustained improvement of the education system. Specifically, these
changes revolutionized the content and pedagogical system for the talents training in the LSE. Meanwhile,
the implementation of the Market Economy and the accelerated processes of the social informatization
severely challenged the development of the LSE in China. In the decades starting from 1978, the LSE has
made remarkable contributions to the Chinese society, not only by cultivating a large number of information
professionals for library works, as well as for other professions related. Moreover, the LSE actively
disseminated and transmitted the professional knowledge of the Library Science to the society, which
promoted the progress of the society. This article proposes that, in order to establish a good interaction

between the LSE and the society in China, it is necessary to ensure the unity of self-independence and social

dependence, instrument rationality and value rationality, dynamism and stability of the LSE. 31 refs.
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