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ABSTRACT

Given the background that Altmetrics is facing many grand challenges, the divergence of Chinese translation
for the English term in China has brought negative impact of many aspects that hinders Chinese scholars
from collectively studying the core questions of Altmetrics. Three negative influences brought by the
divergence of Chinese translations have been pointed out. The Chinese translation is analyzed from eight
perspectives, i.e. the original English term, the dictionary explanation, the proposer’s original consideration,
reference to previous practice, definition interpretation, trace to the background, development prospect and
practical consideration. It is aimed to unify the usage of Chinese translation and the basic understanding of
the term, in order to advance the healthy development of Altmetrics field in China. The six major results are
as follows.

1) As regards the usage of different Chinese translations of the term Altmetrics, the original English term

» AXRAEREAKMEFHFFELTE LA FRBENERITEHRRITMANBE RN S ZEHAL" (5T
T1804067) A EHA XL A ML FELL BRI BERERNETHEERRANMNREE ZEF L (K F:
18YJC870023 ) #F % F & 2 —, ('This article is an outcome of the youth project “Identification and Representation of the
Diverse Meaning of Altmetrics Indicators by Incorporating Context Data” (No. 71804067) supported by National Natural
Science Foundation of China and the project “The Construction and Empirical Study of Assessment System of Altmetrics
Data Quality” (No. 18YJC870023) supported by Humanities and Social Science Foundation, Ministry of Education of the
People’s Republic of China)

HAEEH .4 B, Email. yuhouq@ yeah.net, ORCID ; 0000—-0002—-9241-6630 ( Correspondence should be ad-
dressed to YU Hougiang, Email ; yuhouq@ yeah.net, ORCID : 0000-0002-9241-6630)

2019 %18 January,2019



‘f’@ﬁ%ﬂ#ﬂ. Journal of Library Science in China

has the highest frequency of usage (recall ratio is 92%). It is followed by X i1 i 2% (recall ratio is
34%) . 1t is then followed by #M T2~ (recall ratio is 13%) . BT~ is used the least.

2) The translation divergence has brought harmful impact and is urgent to be unified. The translation
divergence not only brings confusion for non-professional researchers (including audience in the society and
new comers to the field), but also leads to the low hit rate in literature retrieval and scattered research
power for the topic, and therefore severely hinders the further development and application of Altmetrics in
China.

3) From the perspective of original English term, dictionary explanation and proposer’s original
consideration, although the English term Altmetrics is imperfect, it has played an important role. From the
perspective of scientific translation, Alternative has no meaning of complementary but has the meaning that
“replace in certain circumstances”. The proposer’s original intention is to develop new indicators, novel
solutions and revolutionized scientific communication system, while Alternative is not excluding coexistence
and cooperation.

4) From the historical cases, Alternative has long been used in terms in different disciplines and
translated as “F{”. Alternative in fact refers to the new ways that provide alternative solutions compared
with the traditional ways of which the aim is to develop the corresponding fields.

5) From the perspective of definition, background and development prospect, Altmetrics is coexisting
with, rather than depending on or complementing, traditional metrics in a harmonious way. Altmetrics has
formed its own definition, research object and research paradigm. It is aimed to advance the scientific
communication of diversified scientific product and encourage the innovation and development of novel
scientific communication platform.

6) From the perspective of practical application, although # 1% 11 & 2% may seem to be causing
misunderstanding, the experiences from home and abroad show that the potential misunderstanding is not
that severe and can be soon eliminated.

To sum up, the most proper Chinese translation for Alimetrics is Y A=l Despite that the English
term is used by most scholars when the Chinese translation is not determined, it is against the current
scientific policy that Chinese scientific terms shall be used in Chinese literature. Therefore, in order to
advance the healthy and continuous development of Altmetrics in China, it is suggested that ZfX T2~ be
propagated and used. In the future, Altmetrics will be understood directly from its definition instead of the
word itself. 3 figs. 4 tabs. 17 refs.
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