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The Function Evolution and Orientation of Provincial Libraries
under the Modern Vision

HE Guanglun & WANG Jialing

ABSTRACT

The public library is influenced by the eastward development of the west and comes into being and develops
along with China’s pursuit of modernization. Some provincial libraries are the earliest public library
established in modern China. They play an important role in Chinese modern society and the history of
library development. It is of great significance for the research of Chinese library history, the orientation and
development of provincial libraries in the future to follow the development track and the evolution of
functions of provincial libraries in different periods. Since the establishment of provincial libraries, their
functions have changed repeatedly due to the impact of social environment and the overall development of
library undertakings. At the end of the Qing Dynasty, 14 provincial libraries in 13 provinces were

established, whose functions were to provide open borrowing and reading, preserve culture, spread

# AXRAERHAHFELEARNEFAREM S A EF VA EEESH R (%5 15ZDB128) #h4F
R F 2 —, (This paper is an outcome of the key project “Archiving and Research on Library Development in China,
1840-1949” ( No. 15ZDB128) supported by National Social Science Foundation of China.)

H#EIEH . T # %, Email: 767711437@ qq.com, ORCID ; 0000-0003-4612-1716 ( Correspondence should be
addressed to WANG Jialing, Email; 767711437@ qq.com, ORCID :0000-0003-4612-1716)

2019 3 B March,2019



‘f’@ﬁ%ﬂ#ﬂ. Journal of Library Science in China

civilization and open up people’s wisdom. In the early period of the republic of China, provincial libraries
were set up in every province. Under the republican system, some county and city public libraries were set
up, and provincial libraries were no longer unique. Then the provincial libraries were mostly led by
distinguished scholars and were much better than the county and city libraries in general. Compared with
county and city libraries, the provincial libraries could overcome the hardship of survival and became the
library with the best quality at that time. In addition to the functions of preservation, borrowing and
reference, they also developed the research and counseling functions for county and city libraries. However,
due to frequent wars and lack of social and economic support, the realization of the guidance function of
provincial libraries had been affected. After the founding of the new China, the national unification laid the
solid foundation for the construction of libraries. The provincial libraries were developed in terms of funds,
storage, premises and personnel, and their research and counseling functions were well realized. At the
same time, the coordination and collaboration functions were increased, and the provincial libraries were
established as the center of the regional libraries. After the Reform and Opening-up in 1978, economic
development and social transformation and technological transformation supported the all-round development
of library undertakings, and the number of municipal and county-level libraries has doubled, and the scale
of provincial library guidance, training and coordination has formed. Since entering the new century, the
buildings, automation systems and digital library construction, the literature information resources, the
librarians’ quantity, scope of business of provincial libraries were increased, and the cultural information
resources sharing project and the national digital library project added cohesion and coordination of the
provincial libraries, and the extroverted function of provincial libraries got more comprehensive and in-
depth improvement and implement. Now, in the background of the Public Library Law and local public
library legislation, the future libraries should do well in the allocation of resources at the provincial level
and play a guiding and promoting role in the platform construction, resources construction, conservation,
and service more through coaching, training, collaboration, coordination, standards, project management,
technical support, legislation, construction of public library service system and even the whole development
of library cause. It is reasonable that provincial libraries keep pace with the times and adjust the focus and
the allocation of resources. 22 refs.
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