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the Librarian of Harvard-Yenching Library
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ABSTRACT

On July 22, 2019, Dr. XIE Huan who came from Nanjing University ( China) held a discussion with Mr.
James K. M. Cheng, Director of the Harvard-Yenching Library, at the Yanjing Library of Harvard, USA.
The topic of this discussion was the East Asian libraries in the North America. Director Cheng pointed out
that the East Asian library originated from the European Missionaries’ systematic collection of Chinese
classic literatures, which was closely related to the development of Sinology. Since World War II, with the
rise of the United States, the center of Sinology gradually moved from Europe to the United States, at the
same time the number of East Asian libraries in the North America began to increase rapidly. The
development of East Asian library followed closely the spread of East Asian studies in North America in the
postwar years. Today, East Asian studies in the United States is probably the largest and most
comprehensive one in the Western world. There are now more than 100 East Asian libraries in North

America which collected more than 10 million volumes of Chinese books. These collections strongly
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supported the East Asian studies in the North America. If by the size, these East Asian libraries can be
classified into three categories. The first category is the large East Asian libraries (with more than 500 000
books) , the second one is medium —sized East Asian libraries ( with collections between 100 000 and
400 000) , and the third one is small East Asian libraries (with a collection of less than 100 000) . Director
Cheng emphasized that although the size of these East Asian libraries is different, each one has its own
characteristics and expertise. We can’t evaluate which one is more important just according to its size.

Chinese librarians is a very important and special group among the librarians of East Asian libraries in
North America, and so far, Chinese librarians in the East Asian libraries can be roughly divided into three
generations: the first generation was the people who were good at Sinology and most of them went to the
USA before 1949, however, English was this generation’s weakness. As a result, at the early stage of the
development of East Asian library in the North America, they were isolated to the American’s academic
libraries. The second generation was those who went to the USA between 1949 and the Reform and Opening-
up in mainland China, and most of this generation were from Taiwan Region or Hong Kong Region. The
second generation was good at English while the study of Sinology was weaker than the first generation. And
the third generation is the people who went to the United States after the Reform and Opening-up in
mainland China, this generation is not only fluent in English, but also has a high level of information
technology, but the foundation of Sinology is also as weak as that of the second generation.

Director Cheng loved books and reading while he was a child, and he wished he could become a librarian
and the career as a librarian made him feel very proud. When he studied and worked in the University of
Chicago, he was greatly influenced by his tutor Professor Tsuen—hsuin Tsien. Since becoming the director of
Harvard—Yenching Library, Mr.Cheng has been devoting himself to: 1) organizing the literatures collected
by the former directors Alfred Kaiming Chiu and Eugene W. Wu; 2) making the collections of Harvard -
Yenching Library open to all; 3) promoting the library cooperation between China and America.

KEY WORDS

James K. M. Cheng.

18 FR o0 A T R E B E ST 49 B 1) fe
KA ERLE HIEA X P BAT R, B2
Al EATEABERG—IZFRIER, T
HEREN BT EREE B LRI

W RALERWEFBE TECLH 40 4
A WA AR B PR AL T R, I
AR L A PR AR IR X6 3 s T B R SCHR B
W BT LAAE— B A&, 2 0 [ 5 4 Hh e f
LS ERGEBEE X, B AN
B R AR AR B B, R Rl T LA 2
B R AR F A, 4 B AR W IR 11K B &%
WA S AR AS (RS R IR R AR 2 H T
SCik, FEALSE, AR W B AE M EGE TOF 100 42

Harvard—Yenching Library. East Asian libraries.

Sinology.

Ko LA 1 1 A, fi T A S i flh e
TR A O R 5 HIS o 5 2 A, e
e B PARFE T 1928 4, L3RI AR
AR 1945 FFLUS LI, AR IE L
JE5 D (Sinology ) HY K JEAIR KRR, K
UET BRI AL 2L B v [, 2 ) v [ 5
AT IR [T I, T i) B A% 4 v S
WASGTE T B A T FTIE B DU DU B R R
W) T DA BRSSO, S TR
RIRESHR LG, FeE R Bl 49 P9 77 A i [ 52
RGBT L7 A2 R R 28 T DU 2 S 3] 5
Fe, FRIT DU i B 5T | e 4 (9 SCRR R
FIC ] AR SR

20207 B July,2020



*@a%ﬂ#‘f& Journal of Library Science in China

S AR P 5 0 2% A R 0 AR 10 IR 5K e
i, TRIAVLEIAAGSE 100 REAR T E B, 1%
PRRRAER I3, KRBT L3y =28 . — 2R MR AR
KRB A3 (R AR 50 AL ) X 2R
P PRI A3A 2 E A3 A 7E 56 [ AR, LT TE 2 A
AH SRR = A (2 B AR AE AL ) | g o
2 BB RS BHE LR A% I K 2 |
BIRRFAE TR R AR 546, SEE P A
ZINERRAE— T, VE A WA K2, ISk,
IE NN TR Y (A =AY E 2 (oF ==
V14 7 S0 ] 15 U A0 S T AR R ) AR I TR AR AR
55 IR TP A AR M I 4R GBCTITE 10 T3 E) 40
TIWZ18]) , v 8B 2R S0 5 4 DA ST R 2R
W ORI 7R A U RS M T A
ZAMMISE R ENER A2 GH N 7 K22 I K22 3%
M RF A3 M D2 2R 3 A A 2 A Y AR I
P A3 5 55 =2 /IR ZR 0 TR 4 G EE 10
TIMEAIT) iR E WAL B R g 5r K2 4l
LML RFF2 RN R LB B, B2, RiE
SEAHBRI BRI SN2 ) B S — AR
WHEBEEHA A CEEamE K AR,
R B AT, 626 7R W B AR o TR 1 000
TS S

SERBY AR W0 1 A5 0 10 3, F) R & 4 €
Lo A e mt B A5 4, Hom R R et & rh e,
H 3¢ 3 SC Rt 1 A5 LA K 1949 45 LR Y [
Hb 7 MO, W b A AR WSO T 3 000 AR AR
1949 4 DR i) 3t 75 7 J5UAS , Bk o 1 56 1 [
P, HE A S AR — o Al 2 R ey
AR P A5 5 WS 0 28 0 1 A4S RAR L R AR
I P15 WA 9 3 A SCHR BEORE S 3R AR K 2 AR
S P15 o v e [ D RS A e S 7 g S
HR NP DR 2741 5 ) 3 58 2 I 11 45 W 19 S
FRORHEEEE AR,

X AR A PR A DGR Y 2 2 AT L R G A I
(R W B H 4 22 &) (Jowrnal of East Asian
Libraries , %5 58" Bulletin of East Asian Librar-
ies) , ZHIBRAFIN Gl B AR AR 2 X b R AR L B
VB RERGE AT Ge 3T, B T 45 0 5 AR S 1

EEM+X3%5 $M/AH Vol 46. No. 248

T BRI T I P B RS A O

BoELEATE P RAHARP, LARSH
ERAEFEEG—ANFA L PRE AL
ERTEBIEGREME T 2 TH (22
BT EFA BRAN ZEREFF FHRAZI,
M TR S ABRRRZART #, B 56 & A2
— TR EAZEFEE P LEARH R H
(R

B ALER TR R N BB 5 3 H
HIA Lk, KA AT Lol = AR, R B 3B e |
oo RAeASE N AT RILER B B &
R SEER, W] LR R 5 — 10, BB — IR A KE 4
SETE 1949 FFLIFTR Y L, AT — R —
A RRAE R I 2R SRR R RS
D7 T ) T AR KA A, AR R S N FT R —
A, HEE gl g Ak, h il S BCR AR R
PR SEE K 2= B R R h g ih 2k Ak, R
BRAZEARE A Ein . 5 AR 1950 4E48E)
B TR 1T K — B AT ok 36 A —HE A, FRE
ZAE Tk —AQ, BT 2 e E R R A AL
PERES BB RN REH R K A SIS X H
FrWE X X — RSB AR A, (H U [ 2E SRl
s, B =ARR 20 42 80 AR LUE EISEE M
FEPIEPALA X — A BEERL, Btz
Ah LK W AR =, BT R 2 B R AR
TR AR X — RN TR R e 2 R R 1 B 2 SR T
ST LA, A — AR b 28 AR W B A AR s i A N B
T ARERAR G AL B A H AR, A
SR, PR — 3 i A 5L AR
KEZWAWHEFE, (H 2 FRAR S e X ik 26 i 3 £
—Seff 9%, 25 — s LW HERAT

&3 — [n) A, Fe AR U — T A AR TR
FIASTE AR Ok K R0 % . R R AR W I A3 4 & 8
—EECART DI, TIET LR, RIEE A
TRAEAH 24 1 — B A 8] Py B b 1 A %k 57 1)k
&, BIERAT A4 3% (B0 AR W R AR L
M IRE SR T 222 S5, A5 0 B A48 2 37 R



B R FERDRTZARR

e 3 B BIRTB B ST

XIE Huan;Make Library Open to All; Interview with Dr. James K. M. Cheng,

the Librarian of Harvard-Yenching Library

Wy sz g 5 A SL R, AN, A RO 1B
TR AR B MR 55 A3 A BUAT L 22 ML TR 4
—o ANy, R P A5 4R — 5 R A
TEZERE B AR 00, ANER, AR IE B IR &
BAZAL, X R VAR, R, X HE
A NIFE AR Z FAT A SRR R B A WA
AT A S 2R S0 T A5 A O 2% 4k £ £ £ i 57

B A A BRI R SRS THE R
EFARBABEEAER, B XN F—T
LR ERFEIBBEEARE BIEIRLM L
2 )i 7

AT, MNP ER A, EAFK
B AT BE UG, 2 20 B 2 S0 (R 52 45
W], 3L AR 55 PR B, S R R A
B G, YR Y — A BB G, TR
T, Fo—EH —FM W E, AN RIER
FEAE UM A S E A R I, & A AR —
ERMEEF A BRI, TR BT 5
R MEE  0 ER AL, B A A BRIk — 3
TFREE, TR, BT 5k s 38wk ok 3¢ 1
RS, RS, RAEHEFHHE —
1y TAE R 78 TH 4 1l — S A Vil 3 55 oy B B 1R A
R, I Y 32 B AR R Bl iz B A O A A kA
530, XIFAR R B A B TAE, B2
By £ (1Y Anita Head,3F A Hii 1) 4310
—AEUGEIRZ A A MU R E IR A
L AR R ER 80 A AR T AE R
BB A Z RSB 2K, W5, RAE
AR A4 AR, #4% S — 0, FRE LD
A TR AR 52 B A R A e X — A 1
LT 0, AN, I A 73X F A FH 55 i
EIHIERR A, B o e 22 s K= B 4
TE2EBE TR A 2 B B E 24, B AE, FRATI 4R I
FEA TR R — N O R Y BB 5L (A2
BANAER TAERE L, XREACHE,

NZE IR 2 B A AR 2R 5 B ke b LS
RIS =R E ARSI, 2 RINE

BV B TG 20 R 2 2R R B A R T
BRAFN e R IR K, 0, a4 T 8RB E M T
fE, FEZ M R%TAET T 2FUJE, 58T
TN F 2 AZ A3 (UCLA) L 7E UCLA TAE T
12 41, 1998 474 B 1] 0y 4 e 5T (K1 06, 0 b
T PR A R 3R I 55 B T B K I B AT, B A4
IEEATAET 21 45, bt il — A%
g5, B —AT 0 KAT BN R R FL A K, 48 —AT:
T SETT IR SE AR AT R 38 4, 45 AR 4R < 52 ot
SeEATE 32 4R FRESE SATIE R, BN IRE
fEER 21 47, i, B A S =+ 2 E
K, ROAAH RS, RGN % S
MFIRGFERN, B R B RERAR — B 5
NA AT RS AR AR, BAT RN 5 iR 7R
W A R A IS

B AR EN B -—TEEZ T RXFFT
B 548 5 AR AEFARA D 0 A AR D9

IR LS 70 AR LR 2 B R
PRI, Y 20 e K 2E A B A E
VB, FEETA B AR F IR R A5
A B B IR Y, FRA R 3 — R R IR
FEM B TAEW R =RHEEw T2, R 2
R — 44 % b i B A48 51, 75 2 DAL S i
T2 R R B Ak ifi A7 B AR 2RI X
— S5 EMAAE B B T R B E A
AR,

BRAFIN e A E— T TR IEH S, X
— BRI AL 5 b bt A & RS
SR, IEARAE 2 BB R S A BT N
BRI R R A, & W R EANMFEN,
HERA AW R N, M, R SRR
KRR T, AR T M7 - 11 23T
AR TAEM S, BRI JA R AR 2 T AR
12 A/NE R 78 PRI B ) S R At 22
BRI T AE AW = T E R
mi, FRARE B TE 2 e K TAER X
—B & 2 RF AR EE A% o
FEMHTT, AR L, TR W K o — & BB

20207 B July,2020



*@a%ﬂ#‘f& Journal of Library Science in China

b
\an

Booh AR TARERTE R — AR
HRIFUEMEX R, FEFHAA T EFEH 2%
b 3R B P AR AT R AAE, R IR A &
FTEBEAGE BT R, 7 BT LR S At h
WA b b R R B AR F K A I (Harvard -
Yenching Library Studies)” & & ek L iX — & 1%
# R B R — T X @ et oL 7

#8:1998 4F- 3 M UCLA %% 51wy 0 346 5t /€1 15
T, B R — AR i A0 5L, iniAE S
MO B RO IR S5, SR BN, R T
FETARK AT G R SO KA IR
IR A 1 SO I A R B R — A
(2F WIEPRY B ) WS S1B1 NESE oh vy s /N
BAEARXSIN T, AR 25 A B 45 18 72 2 T8 Ak
B4 BT LI AT AL 5 ) s o e e [ A5 4
R, AR IF T, W 22 Ui XA — )i
“TEERIRTOR, AR — A R B T
(RN R DN SR R o R T O
2100 Jiffh, RIS BE 2, AR G S A AT 0
AR 7 H S 3k 65 B A 2 AN 2 I b Y 2
A R AE EARTIR T Z AR X
—ASBE, PUJE A R T e O gl 1R A B
B FRARTT i, T AR B 0 R B — A 3h
“The World’s Knowledge to Harvard, Harvard’s
Knowledge to the World” . FA 5118 3% 1B K5 #E
ORI RIALE  HIA AT RELR S+ 7
X—IFASEE . MR DR £ G ik
RS O R AT AN A, — ke i b 15 7]
MWEHRZ2ERE B, aRE T — BB
P A AERS A 15 0 0y, RAESAREE , B
Ja—RK, F—HEBE A 5 s T TARA G 1
BT FR IS A, WG AT Bl 2R 1

T AR L e R AR w2 RATIRZ
[7i) = D g = R B BR ) T 725 e 4 A2 P O 5
B, hnes O e s A A A AR 2 A (HIRAT]
REFFHICEHRH R T & TR R
RINERB, FTLL, BN )E 19— AT 55

EEM+X3%5 $M/AH Vol 46. No. 248

SR AR T ViR b I H BN R SE AR BT
B BRAF R E Rt 2 9 X — B 1A AR
GBI o 2 1 A U U ) — 4R AR A AT Y 2
G S R P e ] S R ) B R, O 3R
(RETISIE SE Rt 3 & X (A S P Bu D et
VIR B3R LI, Lk ey 40 2T 45 08 A AL
A A A, DIRTR 2 A HR L A F
W A ) OB U i XS A IR 2 2B A
FHEN N G GEM FHT A M 0 ) TR, 58 JR 2
Fe A B Ui iR 617 I H b —A H Y, B2 ik
ERANZHRER RIS R 2 8%,

I PRI AR 00 B R AR B AR I N R 2
BB ERF e — A, A AN AR
P A5 6 100 U P45 O A SR R RO B
AR BAT 4 O, I8 AT SR PR A L — I Y [
I o A RA G TR (AP 45 2
AU, B IR 55 WA i A0 ] P 8T 45 0
A2 , A B LRI H [ 9 P 45 08 08 it il 31
AR T 5 T SN A AR R R B 22 i H
ST AR R B A R T A R S A AR R 5 T
SN IE A BEA B 2 WA KK 2EHE A 2
TR T O (R T T, AT AR A —
SEMIZERE, S4F 5, FB b S B A0 i
WORE T ARZ A4S AR U KA TR AT, T
P& T — A < FATE O A — s oz, A
PRIZ I —AREA RER S i — 1327 “ AT X
PR IR 5 R R W R 4 T ) B4R
B, B2 R P AR AR S 0, 4 T
PR R H R R TR, X T X m
PP A5 53 A T8 L, (ELJ2 X T AR 5C Y BUR
WA PR AS TR O A BT 1 4 2K Y S A
AESNAFIAYE? ik, SARKE  EH A E 4
R i W) 3 T H) 7 1) 1 AR, AR 22 1]
FO BRI AR T4 2 BT R

AR AR o 4R ) A B B A F
RAH, A — F RN £ KT A B
SRR PE P EE SRS T T AR R
I A @7



B R FERDRTZARR

e 3 B BIRTB B ST

XIE Huan;Make Library Open to All; Interview with Dr. James K. M. Cheng,

the Librarian of Harvard-Yenching Library

B2 NFEDLART 52 850 AT 5T, e 2
R SAAR TR, A6 G AR 15T 5 5 d5e K A9 5T k1L
R AR GORH PRI, v [ B T LA,
X HNHEAS 2 Ak T — i B 4 (4 AR 2 VB A1 v FE AT
FEEEH IR ARG A R TRE, S 1 o [ A 5
BB A M DR 5 9 i X, {H ] R 3 2
BEHX TR B R B ARIRE ST
JRCLAJE , 2 [ T Py DA v [ 5 8 2 2 v
Rl e A5 AR gt v B 5 9 SR L B DR
1, BRSO, ZLMOE IR TR
AOBESE , i A L rh [ EE S AR P A3 4 1Y
YERRAT 47 R EEMEEITE, SEERI A
PR T — A R, Q2R 58 [ 2
B AR B R O AT R ATT
FeATH RN

B AER e NERYLEATEHBIEL
BAHEIT2EPM, — LA TABERAZ
HEIR RS T E R AR TE P
B A W A

B - AR A LA AS —BF A b 8 T R4S
TEIE , & AR b et B R AT A=
iz, A Mg b M 50 % 41 ( Harvard - Yenching
Institute ) I FEHly, 53 A6, 16 B 14 5% 5 AH ¢ T At
SR M X W 9 TR L TR AR Y kR
WORTARZ MR, BULE, WE O 0 o B 4548 4348
BITGIRAE 500 T ETCLEL , BAFERIWSE B
200 J13£7t,

B B AFA b R KA 548 B T8 B 44 )
LA R

B < {9 30 5T 11 A5 0 B R R K ] A A
wrzs AN, H R IT 76 10 3 AR AR A G, HLkS

B AL A AL, 160 J5 9 it — 2
HBTAFRCTE AL . FRATTBLAE IE 7R 75 55 5 4 il ikt
ARMERTSE L B (IS 49— A2 T J5 3600
PUE S RTINS 0 e M N R U RN
e AT PR 15 0 A A S ) — A, T
It G A H JE R i T R JLAR A AT RE AL

Bk RE kR B R KA — A K
B AE T A B R R E AR BER 5 &
22 5S4 fT 7

A I AT SRR R E SOk 1 T 2
B, 52 B2 B A4 ] ¥ B Sk Bl e T 1 5
BT I0) AT 1T T (5 [ I A 2 s 0 A 3T
] 5 U T 0 P 5 e ) (36 I e R 2 s
o 7 V] A9 U G ERS FEI SCHR ALY o A HE S A
R 114 BRI SR, A I 26 R I R S A v B R
AT, 33 26 W% ) 4 AR X A TF i, Wl 2 ok
FIH,

B UF RS ERTE BEARBET
Agwg— s A RP &, (£ BSH K FAMHh
BB FER T LERASE)(EBSH R Fb
B T A BAER T B W & B R (B K
FRPERPLEAS B)F XA FEA
AT R e — AN L, L EM AT AP
B A H IR — A B R

A H RIS I A HRH A A
R 2AMEARNERE, Z R EE .,

WA R A, BRARLE, MAET— ke

B AFHY B

W R AFRKRFELFRFRINRIZ, TR &R 210023,

(R H 1971.2019-09-19; & 71 H 111 :2019-11-08)

20207 B July,2020



