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Applied Practice Innovation and Development of Library Science in
China

SI Li,CHEN Chen & GUO Sicheng

ABSTRACT
Since the Reform and Opening up, the field of library science in China has not only achieved fruitful results
in theoretical research, but also made remarkable progress in practical application.

It is of great significance to tell the world the “Chinese story” of the application and practice of library
science so that the world can correctly recognize and understand the current situation and future of China’s
librarianship.

This research provides a panoramic display and in-depth summary of the important innovative achievements
in the field of applied practice of library science in China over the past 40 years, specifically from four aspects
such as systems and policies to ensure the development of library undertakings, standards and tools for

promoting library standardization, successful practice of solving the “China problem” in library science, and
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services in characteristic areas that show the vigorous development of Chinese library science. Based on it the
development characteristics of applied practice of library science in China are made to condense out.

Through searching the Chinese Legal Knowledge Database (CLKD), the Peking University Law database
(PKULAW), the National Standard Information Service Platform, and the CNKI’s Standard Database, etc. ,
by July 2020, a total of 490 institutions and policies, 379 standards and regulations have been collected.
The corresponding feature analysis is carried out according to the data. Based on factual cases, widely used
information organization tools, far-reaching effects of indexing tools with Chinese characteristics are
summarized.

Based on literature research and case analysis, the successful practice of solving the “China problem” in
library science is summarized, including promoting the standardization and equalization of public cultural
services, promoting, guiding and serving the reading activities of the whole people, serving the public
digital cultural project and benefiting the people through culture, carrying out the ancient book protection
plan and inheriting Chinese traditional culture, implementing innovative development model of the library
service system with Chinese characteristics, building a guarantee system for resource co-construction and
sharing, serving the disadvantaged groups and caring for humanity, and promofing development through
library evaluation. It also summarizes the characteristic field services that show the vigorous development
of Chinese library science, including characteristic collection services, disciplinary knowledge services,
digital humanities services, government information services.

This research proposes that the application practice innovation and development of library science in China
can be strengthened from the following aspects: 1) making a Chinese voice on the world library stage and
increasing its influence. 2) ensuring the implementation of library system policies, strengthening the
execution. 3) carrying out library standardized maturity assessment to enhance the effectiveness of
standards. 4) adopting the library “China plan” according to local conditions, highlighting the radiation
ability. 5) carrying forward the advantages of library service in characteristic fields and enhancing the
capability of high-quality development. 3 figs. 70 refs.
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