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Health Information Behavior; History, Category and Prospect

ZHU Qinghua, YANG Mengqing,ZHAO Yuxiang & SONG Shijie

ABSTRACT

Information behavior is one of the research highlights of library and information science. As public concern
with health information increases, the study of health information behavior has also developed into a cross-
discipline research with mature discourse system and value identity. Research on health information
behavior needs precise and clear description and definition, and researchers in this field have the
responsibility to describe their work to people outside the field. Only when we can tell our own story clearly
can we be clearer about what our research work will bring.

This paper reviews the research literature on health information behavior at home and abroad, traces its
origin and defines its development context as “medical informatics —health informatics — consumer health
informatics—health information behavior research”; By summarizing the research topics in this field, it is
pointed out that health information behavior research includes health information discovery, health
information adoption, health information evaluation and health information sharing. We also review the
research paradigm, and discuss the common values and practical norms in health information behavior

research. This paper finds that positivism paradigm, interpretivism paradigm and data-driven paradigm are
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the main research paradigms of health information behavior research.

Finally, based on relevant practice, this paper puts forward the prospects of health information behavior

research to provide theoretical reference for the researchers in related fields.

We argue that future

researchers should pay attention to paradigm shift, multidisciplinary theory integration and context

combination in the field of health information behavior. 1 fig. 1 tab. 83 refs.
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