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A Research of the Teenagers’ Information Life Based on Informa-
tion Worlds of Individuals Theory

LIU Ya

ABSTRACT

With the development of economic and information technology, the advantage of information resource and
access has become the main characteristics of teenagers’ information life. However, the information
equipment and resources owned by teenagers cannot reflect the whole picture of teenagers’ information life.
It is necessary to study teenagers’ information life from a comprehensive perspective.

This study applied participant observation and the in-depth interview as research methods to investigate 5
middle schools in three cities. Data were collected from the observation of 50 hours of class activities,
interview of 132 teenagers and 38 teachers. The theory of “Information Worlds of Individuals” was used in
this study as the theoretical framework to investigate the teenagers’ daily study and to observe the

comprehensive situation of teenagers participating in information life as the information agents. The study
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found that, to most of the studied teenagers, the great proportion of their time was paid to conscious
information practices, and little was devoted to intentional information practices. Their information practices
were limited in types, time, space and intellectual sophistication. The information practices of teenagers
limited the amount of based information resources and information assets in their information
worlds. According to the theory of Information Worlds of Individuals, for most of the studied teenagers, their
information practices tended to shape narrow information worlds.

This study has contributed to the in-depth understanding of teenagers’ information life. Although all kinds
of information resources in teenagers’ living environment are relatively rich, most teenagers’ information
worlds are characterized by poor content, narrow boundary and lack of improvement power. Besides, this
study revealed the essential roles of information practices. Information practice determined the effect and
ability of teenagers to obtain educational achievements and participate in the life of information
society. Compared with the existing information behavior research, this study attempted to inspire the
education field to pay attention to the defects of teenagers’ information behavior. In addition, the role of
education in guiding and shaping young students’ information practice was initially shown in this study. It is
safe to conclude that education models will have an effect and influence on the elements of individuals’
information worlds. Some education models may tend to shape students’ narrow information worlds. Thus, it
is necessary to explore the influence mechanism of education on the elements of individuals’ information
worlds in future research. 9 tabs. 23 refs.
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