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The Concept of Qingbao and Its Relationship with “ Information
Chain” and “DIKW Chain”

YE Jiyuan & CHENG Ying

ABSTRACT

Being the most fundamental and critical issues in library and information science, the theoretical
relationships between qingbao and information, data, knowledge, wisdom and intelligence, as well as the
value of information chain and DIKW chain in analyzing these relationships, have not yet reached a
consensus. Qingbao is the transliteration of the word “I& 4% in Chinese, similar to, but not equal to
intelligence, and is a subordinate concept of information.

Firstly, this paper reviews the representative definitions of qingbao and summarizes them into three
viewpoints (i. e., military theory, literature—knowledge theory and enterprise theory) in chronological order.
Subsequently, this paper applies literature analysis, concept analysis and case analysis, synthesizing the
rationality of the various viewpoints, based on China’s information practice and the principal of the maximum
“common divisor”. A new definition of qingbao is thus developed, i. e., gingbao is the specific and key
information transmitted to specific objects for specific purposes at specific times, and this definition is
deeply analyzed from multiple perspectives. Specificity is an essential attribute of qingbao, and decision-

making is only a basic role of qgingbao. Similarly, so are “eyes and ears, top soldiers and staff officers”.
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Accordingly, this paper integrates the representative viewpoints of information philosophy, comprehensive

information theory, information chain and DIKW chain, and proposes that qgingbao is activated by Ontological

information—Epistemological information—Data—Availability information—Knowledge—Wisdom—Intelligence.

In conclusion, this paper puts forward a new chain of information, and optimizes the theory of information

chain. 1 fig. 45 refs.
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