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Analyzing the Concept of Intelligence Thinking from the Perspec-

tive of Constructing Dimensions

YANG Jianlin

ABSTRACT

There is a consensus in the intelligence science community in China that the fusion of information paradigm
and intelligence paradigm is conducive to the sustainable development of intelligence science and constitutes
the general trend of the development of intelligence science in the future. The fusion of information
paradigm and intelligence paradigm is essentially the fusion of intelligence thinking and information
thinking.

The paper holds that intelligence thinking refers to the thinking mode with disciplinary characteristics
formed by the intelligence science academic community in the long-term process of solving intelligence
issues. Intelligence thinking is an organic whole that includes five key dimensions: competition thinking,
information thinking, systems thinking, critical thinking and all-source thinking. Competition thinking is a
kind of thinking mode guided by competition theory, aims to restrain rivals and develop oneself, selects
effective analysis tools, senses the situation in competitive environment, reasonably participates in

competition and cooperation, and thus obtains scarce resources or competitive advantages. Information

© AXREFHARFELEAFE BHERRENFERFRTELRAL" (45 :20&ZD332) 1 #F
F& R Z —, (This article is an outcome of the major project “ Research on Information Science Education and Development
to Meet the National Strategic Demands” ( No.20&ZD332) supported by the National Social Science Foundation of Chi-
na. )
A EEH A EAM, Email ; yangjl@ nju. edu. en, ORCID :0000—-0001-6300— 1164 ( Correspondence should be ad-
dressed to YANG Jianlin, Email : yangjl@ nju. edu. ¢cn, ORCID: 0000—0001-6300-1164)

BEm+ALE F/,OH Vol 48. No. 260



B BT MG EANIER SRS

YANG Jianlin; Analyzing the Concept of Intelligence Thinking from the Perspective of Constructing Dimensions

thinking is a thinking mode of analyzing and solving problems formed under the guidance of information
philosophy theory and information science theory. Systems thinking is a thinking mode using systems
science as a tool and can be divided into three categories: holistic systems thinking, collaborative systems
thinking and emergent systems thinking. Critical thinking is a thinking mode that is vigilant to and strictly
manages possible flaws in the process and results of intelligence analysis. Critical thinking in intelligence
thinking is integrated with evaluative thinking. All-sources thinking is a thinking mode that pays attention to
the participation of all stakeholders, the use of all intelligence sources, and the sharing of all intelligence
analysts’ thoughts and resources in the process of intelligence analysis.

The paper holds that the five core dimensions of intelligence thinking are interrelated and interactive and
have a global effect. Regarding the intelligence target or intelligence issue, the functions of the five
dimensions of intelligence thinking can be summarized as confirming, understanding, describing, checking,
and making up for omissions. Namely: the basic function of competition thinking is to determine the
intelligence target or intelligence issue; the basic function of systems thinking is to understand intelligence
target or intelligence issue; the basic function of information thinking is to describe intelligence target or
intelligence issue; the basic function of critical thinking is to check the thinking process and thinking
results of competition thinking, systems thinking, and information thinking; the basic function of all-source
thinking is to make up for omissions of the remaining four dimensions (to provide more resources for the
intelligence process, to further improve the quality of thinking process and thinking results of competition
thinking, systems thinking, information thinking and critical thinking). 2 figs. 44 refs.
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