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Exploration and Transformation of Libraries in the New Era: Taking
the New Library Building as an Example

WU Jianzhong

ABSTRACT
With the transition of ideas from the book-oriented to the people-oriented in the new century, the library
architecture has become more inclusive and accessible and more emphasis is placed on the community and
the public connections. Based on the review of the experience of global library construction in the past 20
years, this paper discusses the challenges, opportunities and future development trends in the field of library
design and construction.

The full text is divided into three parts. Firstly, the problems affecting the library architecture design
are examined from the perspective of the three elements of architecture design concept, functional layout
and technical setting. The author believes that the core of the design concept is to identify the location

of people and books in the library, the goal of the functional layout is to integrate new ideas and forms
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into the physical library, and the technical setting is to ensure that the technology is not lagging behind
for 20 years or even longer. Secondly, this paper analyzes the successful cases of global library
buildings in recent years from three aspects: IFLA Public Library of the Year Award, the works of the
world’s top architects and green and sustainable projects. Successful cases include the Helsinki Central
Library Oodi, the Oslo Public Library, the School 7 Library in Den Helder, Humboldt University Library
in Berlin, the Tianjin Binhai Library, the Calgary Central Library, the Lanchester Library of Coventry
University and the National Library Singapore. Thirdly, this paper introduces the building of the
Shanghai Library East which will be open to the public in 2022. Based on global experience, the
Shanghai Library East adheres to the people-oriented idea as the guidance, and pursues the unity of
beauty and use, the balance between reading and cultural activities as well as the integration of modern

technology and professional services, which provides successful experience for the innovative

development of library buildings. 36 refs.
KEY WORDS
Library building.  Design concept.
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