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The Main Role and Future Direction of School Libraries in the

Primary and Secondary Campus Reading Activity System

YANG Yulin, WANG Zheng & ZHAO Bing

ABSTRACT

The content and quality of primary and secondary school campus reading activities are related to the overall
quality of “nationwide reading” and the effectiveness of basic education reform. Under the influence of
China’s current cultural and educational policies, school libraries are facing new opportunities and
development space in the adjustment of supply and demand around campus reading activities. This study
aims to answer: What impact do the current China’s basic education reform measures have on the
educational environment and educational objectives of primary and secondary schools? What opportunities
and challenges do campus reading activities and school libraries face? What are the differences between
primary and secondary school campus reading activities and other reading promotion activities? What are the
main participants of reading activities in primary and secondary schools? What position and responsibility

should school libraries take in the campus reading activity system? Through the exploration of these
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problems, the authors encourage school libraries to systematically examine their own contemporary values,
potential capabilities, practical responsibilities and forward paths in the changing environment, so as to
provide reference and help for school libraries to adapt to the changes in the external educational
environment and realize their internal professional mission.

Based on the vocational value and basic educational value played by school libraries, combined with the
on-site investigation of primary and secondary schools, this study divides the types of primary and secondary
school campus reading activities into activities to cultivate morality, intelligence, physique, beauty and
talent, to achieve curriculum teaching objectives, to improve teachers’ professional skills and students’
literacy, and to help teachers and students improve information literacy. Primary and secondary school
students, teachers, parents and school libraries are the core participants in these activities. Among them, the
main functional orientation of school libraries in campus reading activities are the supporter and promoter of
school wide reading activities, the embedder of reading activities in curriculum learning, the reading
behavior guider for the improvement of teachers’ and students’ comprehensive ability, the leader and
implementer of teachers’ and students’ information literacy and digital literacy education, and the coordinator
and communicator of reading activities inside and outside the campus. The participation of school libraries
in campus reading activities is the appropriate combination of “basic education value” and “library
professional value” at the same time. In the process of participating in and promoting campus reading
activities, school libraries need to adapt the corresponding role functions according to the specific types and
objectives of campus reading activities. 1 fig. 1 tab. 41 refs.
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