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Metaverse , World 3 and the Future of Library

ZHOU Wenijie

ABSTRACT
Present research focuses on the transforming tendency of librarianship in the forthcoming metaverse era to
make an in-depth theoretical analysis and discussion from the perspective of world 3 theory and the
principle of knowledge organization. With a systematic review of the metaverse-related definitions and
descriptions, we identify the virtual reality interaction of information communication and immersive
participation of individuals as two dimensions to make an in-depth analysis for the structure of metaverse.
This paper sheds light on the formation and function of the future library based on the analysis of the two
dimensions of metaverse as we mention above along with the theoretical path from the representation of the
inner structure of objective knowledge world to the functions of library in social cognition upgrading
process.

Based on the integrated analysis on the two dimensions of metaverse with bi-dimensions of library
profession, which are record resources and client, we find that: 1) Future librarianship under the context of
metaverse is expected to fulfill the goals of knowledge organization via representation of “world 3” internal

structure, and meanwhile, the organized objective knowledge world will be the basis for the library profession
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to promote the upgrading of social cognition process. 2)The library profession is expected to transform from
the traditional physical place as book stack room to a knowledge exchange field in the metaverse era.
Besides, the functions of future library will transform from social information poverty reduction system to a
social thought experiment platform.

This research is expected to benefit the theoretical development and practice process in the context of
metaverse by forecasting the library profession in the future through the following aspects. Firstly, in the
metaverse age, the idea of library as the knowledge communication intermediary is likely to be realized
finally; Secondly, the forthcoming metaverse era looks forward to re-defining the function and mission of the

library profession; Thirdly, it is urgent for library profession to pay attention to the discipline and specialty

development in advance with the in-depth understanding of the metaverse. 43 refs.
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