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Rethinking the Inheritance Conservation of Ancient Books

YAO Boyue,ZHOU Yujiao & WANG Zhijia

ABSTRACT

The idea and practice of the preservation and conservation of literature emerged at a very early stage in the
history of China. In the 1980s, the particular term “the preservation and conservation of ancient books”
came into sight. Since 2007, the practice regarding the preservation and conservation of ancient books
prospered with the launch of the national scheme “Chinese Ancient Books Preservation Project”. The notion
of preservation and conservation of ancient books has been deepened in recent years. Apart from the widely
approved protogenetic and palingenetic conservation, the inheritance conservation has also been proposed.
In general, the protogenetic conservation focuses on the material, the palingenetic conservation aims on the
content, and the inheritance conservation targets on the related culture.

In 2022, Opinions on Promoting the Work of Ancient Books in the New Era was released, which set up
some new requirements for the preservation and conservation of ancient books. Based on the former
understandings and modern requirements, it is claimed that the inheritance conservation mainly focuses on
the text, the knowledge, the skill, and the writing and printing materials regarding the ancient books. The
inheritance conservation can be achieved by serving the professionals, cultivating talents, and propagating
ideas. The corresponding professional fields are the traditional Chinese bibliography and philology, the

research concerning the skills and materials, the digital humanities, and the related communication
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studies.

The significance of the inheritance conservation can be comprehended from varied perspectives. It
broadens the substance of the preservation and conservation of ancient books and reinforces the relevant
discipline construction by incorporating more relating organizations and people into the practice. It is also
beneficial to establishing a long-lasting system of talent-cultivation, the effective application of ancient
books, and the implementation of the palingenetic conservation.

In conclusion, the triangular construction of the protogenetic, the palingenetic, and the inheritance
conservation demonstrates the improvement of the understanding of the practice and the discipline
construction regarding the preservation and conservation of ancient books. It also provides a logical and

comprehensive knowledge structure and will definitely benefit the related discipline construction. 22
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