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Answering the Questions of the Times in Library Science—A Re-
view of the Symposium on “Inheritance and Development ; Libraries
of the Times”

LI Guihua,YU Zeyuan

ABSTRACT

Opportunities and challenges have coexisted in the development process of librarianship and library science
since the beginning of the new century. On the one hand, the proposed national strategies such as the
construction of the modern public cultural service system and “Digital China” have promoted breakthroughs
in China’s librarianship. On the other hand, the disruptive changes brought about by frontier technologies
such as big data, blockchain, metaverse, and artificial intelligence have put librarianship and library science
research to severe tests. So how should the high-quality development of the librarianship be promoted? How
should theoretical research in library science be promoted? How can libraries and library science achieve
positive interaction and make adaptive changes? Contemporary library scholars have a responsibility to find
the answers to those questions.

In order to grasp the pulse of the times and address contemporary issues in library science, the School of
Public Administration of Sichuan University and the editorial department of Journal of Library Science in
China jointly hosted the symposium of “Inheritance and Development: Libraries of the Times”. About 30
experts from industry and academia held discussions on three main topics, including “where is the library

LI

going”, “where is library science going” and “the interaction between libraries and library science”. This
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paper organizes the key ideas from the experts’ speeches. Based on the discussion of the three key topics
of “how should libraries respond to the changing technological environment”, “how should the knowledge
system of library science change with the times” and “how to grasp the interaction between libraries and
library science in the new environment”, the paper refines diversified insights from experts and
summarizes a series of important consensuses on the technological orientation of libraries, the value and
development direction of the theory of library science, the professional spirit of libraries, and practical
interaction strategies between libraries and library science.

Ultimately, the future exploration paths of library science condensed by the paper are as follows.
1) Strengthen the belief of library development and maintain enthusiasm for exploring discipline theories,
so as to expand the advantageous space for the development of librarianship. 2) The discipline of library
science should keep pace with the times in the new technological environment, scientifically grasp the new
demand structure and trends, and respond to the requirements of the times with groundbreaking practices
and theories. 3) The discipline of library science needs to stand at the heights of history and times to
consolidate the core knowledge and develop the basic theories. 4) Academia and industry need to create

a more closely linked knowledge community of library science and jointly build a knowledge system of

library science with Chinese characteristics. 3 refs.
KEY WORDS
Library science. Library. The times. Review.
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