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The Urgency and Development Path of Digital Special Collections
Construction in Library

WANG Yanli,YANG Xinya & RAN Weiran

ABSTRACT

Under the national cultural digitization strategy, digital transformation of library puts forward new
requirements for the construction of digital special collections. At present, the library special collection
resources are still mainly physical special collections, and the construction of digital special collections in
most libraries is insufficient. The paper explains the connotation and extension of digital special collections,
and divides it into seven types according to content and form: digital version of physical special collections,
digital grey literature, multimedia resources, publicly available Internet content, personal social networking
documents, scientific data and NFT digital collections.

After investigating the digitization of physical special collection and the construction of born digital special
collection at home and abroad, the paper summarizes the shortcomings of digital special collection
construction: the insufficient emphasis on the digital special collections; there is no comprehensive,
standardized and general digital special collections management and service model in the library industry;
the lack of long-term sustainable collection plan and technology support. Then, it explains the urgent need
of libraries to strengthen the construction of digital special collections.

The paper suggests that governments at all levels should be encouraged to strengthen policy-level planning and
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support, and libraries need to accelerate the digitization of physical special collections, determine the construction
of digital special collections with a focus on thematic construction, and advocate a personal submission system to
implement the construction of digital special collections. And it proposes that a comprehensive digital special
collections plan should be formulated, priority should be given to the construction of a digital special collections
management system, adaptive changes to library management and service processes and entire sequential process
and standards for digital special collections should be developed, suggesting that the concepts and methods of
special collections construction in libraries in the process of digital transformation need to keep pace with the

times, further promote the innovation of digital special collections services, and the relevant copyright control and

privacy protection need to be properly addressed. 1 fig. 22 refs.
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