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The Interactive Relationship between Library Professionalization
and Social Change in Modern China

YAO Leye,HU Kanglin

ABSTRACT

The library professionalization in modern China has witnessed significant development, which is inseparable
from the reform and development of modern Chinese society. With the evolution of society, the development
of libraries and the intensification of Sino—Western exchanges, the professionalization of libraries in modern
China has been continuously deepening, which has a mutually influential relationship with the social
changes in modern China.

The article focuses on three aspects. 1)The main manifestations of library professionalization in modern
China are as follows: The professional workforce of librarians has gradually formed, dating from the late Qing
Dynasty to the early Republic of China, experiencing the growth and stability in the middle of the Republic
of China, with some limited increase during the war in the late Republic of China; the organizational
structure of libraries has gone through a process from ambiguous and general rules to specific and detailed
regulations and then to relatively stable development; the library job positions have been gradually detailed
and the job titles standardized, forming a relatively stable and unified job position system; regulations and
measures have been established for the selection, appointment and daily management of the librarians, staff

members, department heads and library directors.
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2)The impact of social changes in modern China on library professionalization: The development of society
has laid the foundation for the growth of modern library professionalization, initiating the process of
professionalization in China, with various features and trends at different historical stages; the development
of education has promoted the rise of professional education for modern librarians, training a large number of
professionals and providing specialized education support for the professionalization of modern libraries;
social labor division has facilitated the development of library professional spirits and industry code,
promoting the theoretical research and practical exploration in the field of library professional spirits and
ethics; moreover, cultural exchanges between China and the West have established an international platform
for librarians to pursue further education and engage in mutual visits.

3)The impact of the professionalization of modern Chinese libraries on social development: Librarians go
into communities and conduct the knowledge popularization, literacy education and reading guidance,
effectively promoting the educational function of libraries and helping the library associations play their roles
in the library industry, cultural and educational undertakings; the female participation in social activities has
increased, as more women have engaged in the library industry, the advantages of female participation in the
library have gradually emerged, with female librarians making positive contributions to the development of
the library industry; additionally, the localization of library science in China has come into existence, with
the increasing publication of academic journals and library science works, China has shaped its own
theoretical and knowledge system of library science. 1 tab. 45 refs.
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