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SPEECH DELIVERED BY THE HEAD OF THE CHINESE
DELEGATION PARTICIPATING IN THE 47th GENERAL
CONFERENCE OF IFLA ON AUGUST 17, 1981.

Mr. President,
Fellow delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Chinese Delegation is very much pleased to get-together with the participants
to attend the 47th General Conference of IFLA, approaching some specific subjects
of interests to the world library circles.

China was one of the initiators and firm supporters of IFLA, for reasons known
to all, we have been unable, over a long period of time, to take part in IFLA’s
activities. It was until recent years, through the common efforts by various circles and
different section of personages that the People’s Republic of China regzained its de-
served position in IFLA, the China Society of Library Science has also regained its
position in IFLA as a national association member, some of our libraries and institu-
tions have formally joined IFLA at the same time.

On bechalf of the China Society of Library Science, our delegation would like to
take this opportunity to express heartfelt thanks to the President of 1FLA, its Secre-
tary General, its Executive Committee and friends from library institutions of various
countriecs and from international library circles who have exerted continued efforts
for a reasonable solution to the problem of China's membership in IFLA.

In order to get the delegates attending the Conference better acquainted with
the current status of China’s library service, I deem it necessary to give a brief intro-
duction to it here.

Libraries in China, as compared with those in other countries, also fall into national
library, public libraries, university libraries, research libraries, special libraries, school
libraries and children’s libraries. They subordinate either to the Ministry of Culture
of the People’s Republic of China, the Ministry of Education, the Academia Sinica,
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences or to other special research institutions.
Under the Ministry of Culture there has been established the Administrative Burcau of

Libraries taking charge of the national library, public libraries and children’s libraries
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and it is also held responsible for the coordination and co-operation among different
types of libraries. New, in view of the pivotal role of the China Society of Library
Science, may [ specifically describe some of its main features hcre.

The China Society of Library Science was founded in 1979. It is a collective mem-
ber of the China Association for Science and Technology. It has, at present, 2,300
members. The purpose of thc Society is to unite library workers in the whole coun-
try, to promote research in various fields of library science, and expedite the deve-
lopment of libraries, public, academic and in higher institutions of learning. By so
doing, the cause of library service and library science will play a more important
role in China’s political, economic, cultural and scientific fields.

Immediately before and after the China Society of Library Science was founded,
various provinces, municipalities and auton omous regions had successively set up their
library societics. Up to the present time, there are altogether 28 local library societies
throughout the country, they are all institutional members of the China Society of
Library Science. The Congress of representatives is the highest organ of authority in
the Society. When the Congress is not in session, the Council, elected by members
through democratic consultation, is in charge of the Society. Apart from the Secre-
tariat, which takes care of routine matters, therc have been set up under the Council
an Acadcmic Committee for Research, and an Editorial and Translation Committee.
The Academic Committee for Rescarch has further set up 12 research groups with
different subjects. They are: Rescarch Group in the Establishment of the Cause of
Librianship and in Fundamental Theory; Research Group in Bibliography; Research
Group in Classification Schemes, Cataloging and Subjcct-headings; Research Group in
Readers Service; Research Group in Library Staff Training; Research Group in Rare
Editions and Ancient Books; Resecarch Group in Standardization of Library Service,
Research Group in Information Service; Research Group in Scientific Management of
Library Work; Research Group in Modernization of Library Service; Research Group
in Library Work Abroad and lastly, Research Group in Children's Libraries. Three
boards have also been set up under the Editorial and Translation Committee. They
are: the Editorial Board of the Organ of the Society, “Bulletin of the China Society
of Library Science”, the Editorial Board of Monographs on Library Science, and the
Board for Renderings of Foreign Books on Library Science.

One of the major functions of the China Society of Library Science is to organize
activitics of professional research. During the two years since its founding, it has
convened two national seminars successively on library science. Moreover, it has also
sponsored a series of seminars on certain special subjects. Such kind of seminars
probing ‘into the theoretical and practical problems of our mutual concern wiil con-

. & . .
tinuously be sponsored by the Society in the days to come.
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The “Bulletin of the China Society of Library Science”, a comprehensive quar-
terly, is a national publication on library science, bibliography, documentation and
information science. Two issues were published in 1979, Since 1980, issues have
appeared 'in March, June, September and December respectively. The total number
of issues has amounted to ten by now, with approximately 2,000,000 words. Apart
from being distributed in China, it has made exchange arrangements with and posses-
sed a total subscribers of over 300 institutions in more than 30 countries. This pub-
lication is distributed abroad by the Guozi Shudian (China Publications Center).

The China Society of Library Science has paid particular attention to the in-
service training of library workers, and offers them plenty of opportunities to learn
and renew their professional knowledge. The number of persons attending short-term
courses, correspondence course, study groups and discussion workshops has amounted
to nearly 10,000 in the recent two years.

The China Society of Library Science attaches great importance to the develoment
of friendly contact and scientific and technological interflow with librarics in various
countries. Since its founding, the Society has teceived the U. S. Litrary Delegation,
hcaded by Mr. William J. Welsh; the Delegation of the Australian National Library.
headed by Mr. George Chandler; the American Library Association Delegation, headed
by Mr. Keith Doms, and the present President of IFLA, Mrs. Else Granheim and the
Secretary General of IFLA, Ms. M. Wijinstroom. The Society has also invited Mr.
Rutherford David Rogers, Mr. Warren J. Hass, Mrs. H.D. Avram, Mrs. D. Anderson
and many other world-famed specialists in library science to give lectures in China.

Ladies and Gentlemen, you might have noticed the fact that China is a country
with a long history and splendid national culture, possessing rich and varied ancient
books and records. In the meantime she has gained some experience in dealing with
her library service, but on the other hand, China is still a developing country with a
comparatively backward cconomy and the level of her modernization in library work
is quite below standard. There is no need for reticence, we¢ have to learn and darw
on all the useful experiences from the libraries in various countries, while summing
up and creating our own.

Beyond all doubt, the China Society of Library Science, as one of IFLA’s members,
ought to take an active part in all IFLA's activitics as well as those in thc interna-
tional library circles, fulfilling the obligations which it has to perform and playing
its proper role. But since we have not been able to make much contacts, for a time
in the past, with the international library circles, and in addition, as we are still
restricted in our international activities by some spccific conditions. a consi-
derablc period of tume is evidently needed for us to keep abreast of the current
developments of libraries in other countries and to have an intimate understanding of
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the various activities conducted by IFLA. In spite of all these unfavourable condi-
tions, we are ready to exert our utmost efforts to develop extensive contacts and close
co-operations with the libraries across the world. There goes popular Chinese saying:
“Learn from others’ strong points to offsctone’s weakness”, we shall abide by it to
further promote the library work in China and do everything in our power to makc
a due contribution to the devclopment of international library service.

To conclude, I wish to extend my warm congratulation on the complete success
of the Conference.

Thank you!

Ding Zhigang

Head, the Chinese Delegation participating

in the 47th General Conference of IFLA
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