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Summary

“Contribute to the Flourishing of Chinese National Culture”

'—_on the completion of the New Building and the 75th anniversary of
the National Library of Beijing .

In :his article Director of National Library of Beiying Ren Jiyu maintains that
every nation, big or small, did make contributions of her own, so China is by no
means the only nation to have contributed to human culture, Considering her outst-
anding position 1in the world of culture, China prides herself on two major
features: the continuity and absorbability of culture, The Chinese nation is géod at
absorbing and mixing with the culture of other nations to develop herself and to
form her own style of culture,

The foundation of Naiional Library of Beijing’s collection of “old books and
records could be traced back to Ji Xi Dian, the Imperial Library of the Southern
Song Dynasty ([}27—1279) , to Wen Yuan Ge, the Imperial Library of the Ming
Dynasty (1368—1644), and to the Cabinet Grand Library of the Qing Dynasty
(1641—1911) ,which included the oracle bones, inscriptions on bronze vessels, etc.
Thus, the holdings in the National Library ot Beijing rightly reflect the histlory
of the Chinese national culture,

Before the Chinese peoaple took over the state power, when culture was in
the hands of ruling class, books were kept in the palaces The system for the state
power to keep and manage books lasted over two thousand yvears from the Dyna-
sties of Qin and Han (B € 227-A D 220) up to the Ming and Qing Dynasties

(1368—1911). This fact demonstrated a good old tradition o7 the Chinese nalion
1o Jove cultnre and to valie history,

The National Library of Beijing has had a history of 75 years il counted its
predecessor the central Metropolitan Library of Peking . In facl,if counted from the
founding of the state—-own-d svystem of books, it could have had a history of thous-
ands of years. Yet it was after the Revolution of {9}[ that the Library aszumed
the function of a modern library, and this was due specially to the merit of Mr,
Cai Yuanpei, A well-known Chinese educationist and for vears the director of Lhis
National Library, Mr. Ca: made efforts 1o reform the Library just as he made
efforts to reform the University of Peking, K In this respect, he represented the
New Trend of Ideology in pushing forward the service of the National Library,

But it was after the Sounding of the People’s Republic that the Chinese pe-

nple really had access to the collectious of the National Library.

[}



The New Building of National Library of Beijing, including the interior fur-
nishing, could be rated as world’s first class, Its collection also goes among the
best. A modernized library needs modernized equipments, but it takes men to

bring moderized equipments into full play, Therefore, the point is the moderni-
zation of men’s conceptions, True modernization is not what money can buy,

No culture could ever be developed should it be cut off from itz histery, or
be isolated from outside world, The path we took in the past thousands of vears
testified to the truth of such understanding. Under the guidance of the Four Basic
Principles we are more resolute and more capable than ever in assimilating the
essence of culture from other nations to enrich the Chinese socialist culture, The
National Library of Beijing is ready, in co-operation with cultural workers of the

country, to contribute to the flourishing of the Chinese national culture,

National Working Conference of University Libraries

The National Commission of Education convened in June 171987 the National
Working Conference of University Libraries. The Conference summed up the work
done since the 3981 National Working Conference of University Libraries, formul-
ated through discussion the #“Operation Rules for General University Libraries” ,
and mapped the “Project for University Library and Information Service in the
Nation’s Seventh Five-Year Plan” | The committee members of National Working
Conference of University Libraries met for its jrd Working Conference before Lhe

general Conference In “Character and Task” , the first chapter of the Operation

Rules, a university library is clearly defined as the centre of information and do-
cumentation of its university, and the learned institute in service of teaching and
scientific research whose work is an important part of the teaching and scientific
research of the university it affiliated to, The five succeeding chapters of the
Operation Rules dealt respectively with the system of leading, organization, empl-

oyees, funds, buildings, equipments and an appendix, (pages:20)



