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The New Building of National Library of China, including the interior fur-
nishing, could be rated as world’s first class, Its collection also goes among the
best, A modernized library needs modernized equipments but it takes men to bring
moderized equipments into full play. Therefore, the point is the modernization
of men’s conceptions, True modernization is not what money can buy,

No culture could ever be developed should it be cut off from its history, or
be isolated from outside world. The path we took in the past thousands of years
testified to the truth of such understanding. Under the guidance of the Four Basic
Principles we are more resolute and more capable than ever in assimilating the
essence of culture from other nations to enrich the Chinese socialist culture, The
National Library of Chain 1is ready, in coeoperation with cultural workers of the

ceuntry, to contribute to the prosperity of the Chinese national culture, (page 8)

“lmprove and Enhance Library Service”

The Notice issued jointly by the four leading bodies called attention to the
fact that during the 7th five-year plan period, our country has placed in strategic
priority the progress of science and technology and has stressed the exploitation of
intellectual resources, while the construction of socialist spiritual civilization is
being strengthened, These factors no doubt have to ask for newer and higher lib-
rary service whose present status is, however, far from fulfilling such needs in
the sense of the lack of a comprehensive arrangement and an overall plan and the
lack of a system to ensure the availability of document resources which have in
turn caused both the duplication and the missing of documents and have harmed
the resource sharing, The present work in libraries sees no vitality, the number of
network or service station is small and the level of service is low,

In view of such state of affairs, the Notice pointed out the need for reform
in library work, and made decision for these four leading bodies to carry on stu-
dies on the necessary guiding principle, policies, legal regulations and long-term
planning; and to organize appropriate coordination both in a nationwide acquisition
of library literature and information resources, and in a nationwide development of
automation system, in order to realize the sharing of resources in China_ (page23)

A Brief Introduction to Chinese Old and Rare Books Kept in

European Countries and U, S A,

Books in Chinese were kept in many a European library beginning the 17th,
18th or early 19th century., These long time kept books are rarely seen elsewhere,
and, as a large part was collected either by Sinologists, missionaries, or by diplo-

mats, they were noted by concentrated subjects and other special features, This

(to continue on page §4)



